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THE FRAGRANCE OF THE 
CHRISTIAN MINISTRY 


“For we are unto God a sweet savor of Christ in them | 
that are saved and in them that perish.”—II Cor. 2:15. 


By Merrill F. Unger, Th. D., Ph. D., 
Professor of Old Testament Interpretation, 
Dalias Theological Seminary, Dallas 4, Texas 


In no part of the Word of God is the glory of the Chris- 
tian ministry set forth in more striking detail and with great- | 


| words of that fifth verse, 


er challenge than in the second letter of the Apostle Paul to | 


the Corinthians. In an amazing passage, extending from 


chapter 2, verse 14, through chapter 7, the apostle gives a 


magnificent panoramic view of the high and holy career of the 
true ministers of Christ: The inspired account, which has 
served as a chart and guiding star to God’s choicest spirits 
throughout the Christian centuries, came out of a furnace of 


affliction and suffering in the apostle’s own life, and breathes 
the rare and purified atmosphere of the heights which he. 


himself had attained and toward which every faithful serv- 


‘ant of Christ sets his face. 


(II Cor. 3:1-5), 


There are many elements which | 
enter into truly glorious Christian | 
service as described by the apostle | Ual and non-legal message (II Cor. 
in the Corinthian passage, and it is | 3:6-18), its. sterling honesty (4: 
not uncommon to hear many of/!-‘), its willingness to suffer (4: 
these expounded. The , 8-18), its wonderful fearlessness 


triumphs | ) 
and achievements of the Christian | and assurance even in the face of 
death (5:1-13) and its pure mo- 


ministry (II Cor. 2:14), its tion 
enablement and full accreditation | ives and exalted aims (5:14-21) 


its glorious spirit- | 


| justification 


Ungodly Sinners Justified 


By the late Dr. H. A. Ironside 


long pastor of Moody Memorial Church, Chicago, Illinois 


“Now 


ed for righteousness.”——Rom. 


I want to emphasize the central 
“Him 
| that justifieth the ungodly.” “Him’ 
—that refers, of course, to God 
Himself, God the infinitely right- 
eous One, the Holy One. Yet we 
are told that this righteous God, 
this holy God, justifies ungodly sin- 
ners! This is surely an amazing 
statement. Can it possibly be true? 
What is it to justify? It is to pro- 
nounce one to be righteous. Ac- 
cording to some theologies, justi- 


fication is said to be that act of | the 


God whereby He maketh a sinner 
righteous. But that is clearly a 
mistake. In justification God is 
not making the sinner righteous. 
|_He does that in sanctification, but 
is a forensic act of 
God in which He declares a sinner 


'to be righteous. 


| 
; 


| 


are familiar subjects of discussion. | 


| There is, however, one char- 
acteristic of great Christian ser- 
vice presented by the apostle in| 
this passage, which although fre- 
quently overlooked, perhaps be- 
cause less tangible, is nevertheless | 


‘of the Christian ministry—that | 
ence which issues from the life and 
'work of the man of God in fellow- | 
\ship with Christ, making his ser- 
f | vice attractive and compelling and | 
'bringing with it the breath and) 
'refreshment of another world. 


I. The Fragrance of the 
Christian Ministry is 
Derived From 
Christ 


| 


infinite fragrance. He is 


ae} of Sharon and the lily of the val-| 


(Song 2:1). He is the 
(Continued on page 8) 
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Jim stood by the window, look-| “Why, Mr. Muller 
ing out so he would not-be expect-| for us orphans! He says he him- 
ed to play with the other boys. He | self doesn’t take care of us; he. 
felt too miserable to play. Life | just prays for us every day, 
had been tough enough when his | God does the work.” 
father died and he and his mother | “That’s a lot of praying,” Jim) 
lived alone. _ answered. He had not done much | 

But now, she was gort. The! praying though he knew his) 
man at the church said she had | mother had. 
gone to be with Jesus. Then, this “Mr. Muller has to pray if we 
day, Aug. 8, 1839, the man had /are to eat.” 
brought Jim to this orphanage Jim’s eyes grew big. He had 
in Bristol, Eng. ‘hoped that at the orphanage he 

A boy came up to him and said, | wouldn’t miss any meals. He had 
“I'm Davey. You'll like it here.”’| missed a lot of them since his 

Jim didn’t answer. He wasn’t | mother had been sick, and missing 
sure he would ever like it. meals gave him an awful gone 

“Look, that’s him,” feeling. “Doesn’t he have’ any 
whispered. other way to get food?”’ 

“Who?” Jim asked, staring out| “No, he doesn’t have any money 
at the man who was coming out | at re but God sends what we 

se across the street. He | need. 
wae a ordinary looking man, That didn’t sound too depend- 
except he had such a pleasant ex- | able to Jim. He glanced at the 
pression. (Continued on page 9) 
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most striking. It is the fragrance | 


sweet penetrating spiritual . influ- | 
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: | The person of our Lord possesses | & 
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In the book of the prophet Isa- 
iah we have a very solemn woe 
pronounced upon those who justify 
the wicked. It is a very wrong 
| thing for a judge to justify a wick- 
ed person, and we have had a 
\great many complaints in our 
great cities because public enemies 
racketeers, and hoodlums of all 
kinds have been arrested, and 
when they have come before cor- 
rupt judges, they have been al- 
lowed to go free and to prey once 
‘more upon the community. People 
are rightly indignant about it. It 
‘is a thoroughly wicked thing for a 
| judge to declare a criminal right- 
eous, yet the singular thing is that 
this text tells us that it is the very 
thing God does! God justifies,— 
not the righteous, not good people, 
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Brand-new book by Dr. Lee Rober- 


and | son, pastor of one of the greatest 
_soul-winning churches in the world, | 


and this editor's pastor. Bapiizes | 


to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned ™; 
of grace, but of debt. But to him -that worketh not, but be- | 
leveth on Him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is count-} 
4:4, 5. 


not holy people, but the ungodly. 
How can this be? 


What is it to be ungodly? The 
word really means those who are 
not pious, not godlike, and that is 
true of all men by nature. I do not 
know of any unsaved man who is 
godlike. I have never met an un- 
converted person that was truly 
pious, and an ungodly man is one | 
who is unlike God, impious, yet | 
Scripture says that God justifies | 
ungodly. Whatever does it} 
mean? There is no other religion | 
that- teaches anything like this. 
I am somewhat conversant with | 
practically every well-known re-| 
ligious system in the world. I have 
been studying these things almost 
exclusively for over forty years, 
and I think I can say without 
boasting that I know pretty well 
what they all teach in regard to 
the justification of mankind. I do 
not know one of them that does 
not tell men they must produce 
some kind of a righteousness in or- 
der to suit God, before they can 
ever be justified or accepted of 
Him. The Christian message stands | 
alone in this respect, for it tells | 
us that God justifies the ungodly. 
That is one reason why I am abso- 
lutely certain this Book is inspired 
of God. Man would never have 
thought out anything of the kind. 
It would never have occurred to 


Dr. 


H. A. ltronside 


him that a holy God, a righteous 
God, might justify the ungodly. He 
would take it for granted that be- 
fore God could justify a man he 
must do something to deserve that 
justification, but the sad thing is 
'that nobody can do anything to 
| deserve it. 


I. The Whole Human Race 
Is UnGodly 

Have you ever read the Epistle 
to the Romans carefully? If not, I 
wish you would begin today and 
read it right through. It is the 
most closely reasoned, logical pre- 

(Continued on page 7) 


THE WHOLE CHURCH TARES IT! 


November 1 Is “SWORD OF THE LORD Sunday” in Many 
Churches. Many Pastors Will Take This Occasion to 
Introduce THE SWORD to Their Members. Some 
Will See That-Every Resident Family Gets This 
Most Effective Pastors’ Assistant; How 
Some Pastors Did It 


By the Editor 


a Elsewhere in this paper, pastors|}one to receive and send in sub- 
- | will see that they may have, abso-|scriptions, and he has filled his 
Fe \lutely free, their choice-of three| part of the bargain. However, 
of this editor’s books, just for|many pastors will want to make 
agreeing to have “SworpD “oF THE/it an occasion to get every resi- 
® | Lorp Sunday” in their church on/|dent family on THE SworpD sub- 
© | November 1, or some other Sun-/scription list while they can get 
©|day in November, if another Sun-|a special rate. 
e | day seems to be better. 
.{ Pastors may have their choice 93 Subscriptions, Calvary 
and ask for either. Baptist, Muskegon, 
Prayer-Asking and Receiving, Michigan 
328 pages, or Last Sunday, September 13, it 
| was the editor’s very great privi- 
The Power of Pentecost, 441 lege to be guest speaker with Dr. 
| pages on the fullness of the Holy | Ww. Wilbur Welch. pastor’ at Cal- 
| Spirit, o1 vary Baptist Church, Muskegon. 
What It Costs. to Be a Good They biel actalien lovely, Rebs ghee 
RO IP an tical church auditorium, had 77( 
| CONOR. | 55% BARES. in Sunday School, and during the 
Simply fill out the form pro- silasarrnenas dita Oe male its 


over one thousand converts each) 
'year. He is president of Tennessee 
Temple Schools. Here are 12 plain, 
simple but Spirit-filled and powerful 
sermons. 


1. It’s Dynamite 

2. The Dynamite of Faith 

3. The Dynamite of Convictions 
4. The Dynamite of Words 

5. The Dynamite of Prayer 

6. The Dynamite of Suffering 

7. The Dynamite of a Vision 

8. The Dynamite of Devotion 

9. The Dynamite of Doing Right 
- The Dynamite of the Spirit 
ll. The Dynamite of the Gospel 
- The Dynamite of the Second Coming. 


Four pages of pictures, 132 pages, 
price, $1.50. 


SWORD OF THE LORD PUBLISHERS 
WHEATON, ILLINOIS 
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10 or 12 con- 
versions and additions to the 
church. Many people pledged 
themselves to family altar and an 
out-and-out Christian home. 


day there w 


re some 


vided and the book chosen will be 
sent the pastor at once, along with 
some suggestions, with sample 
copies of THE SWORD OF THE LORD, 


as Many as you promise to use, | ; 
and other helps. | In the morning service, the pas- 
Of course the pastor is not re- tor had about 150 copies of THE 


'Sworp OF THE LorD on a table at 
‘the back of the auditorium, and 
asked people to take them, one 
copy to a home. Every one was 
taken. That night, the pastor said 
briefly how he had been blessed 
by THE SWORD OF THE LORD and 
that he would be glad if his people 
should take it. Subscription en- 
velopes were passed out in just a 


(Continued on page 6) 


quired to guarantee that the whole 
church will take THE SWorD OF 
THE Lorp. Let the pastor simply 
have the “SworpD OF THE LORD Sun- 
day,” give his five-minute talk in 
one of the preaching services as 
planned, have testimonies, if he 
wishes, about THE SWORD OF THE 
Lorp, give out sample copies of 
THE Sworp to all who will take 
one, appoint and announce some- 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, October 2, 19532 


Jis Origin, Its Language" Its Translation, Its Canon, Its 
Symbols, Its Inspiration, Its Alleged Errors and Contradi- 
tions, Its Plan, Its Science, Its Rivals 


More Difficulties Explained 


By Sidney Collett 


r 
Differences in the Quotations 
It fact that of the 


is a 


many 


quotations in the New Testament | 


differ somewhat from their origin- 
als in the Old. Are we, therefore, 
to conclude that God does nat 
trouble about the words of His 
message? or are we to say that 
the men who wrote as they Were 
moved by the Holy Ghost made 
mistakes? I trow not. ' 
It may be interesting. and in- 
structive to the reader to know 
that, out of about 263 direct quo- 
tations from the Old Testament, 
Horne says 88 are verbal quota- 
tions from the Septuagint; 64 are 
borrowed from it; 37 
same meaning but different words; 
16 agree more nearly with (the 
Hebrew: and 20 differ from both 
the original Hebrew and the Greek 
Septuagint. } 
Now these figures of Horne’s 
clearly show that as a matter‘of 


fact, the apostles in writing_the | 


epistles, etc., did not make use,of 
the Septuagint translation; other- 
wise, all their quotations .would 
naturally have agreed with it. The 
truth is they wrote their epistles 


in Greek, and therefore must have | 


understood that language well; 


while, being Jews, they would 4iso | 
have been perfectly familiar with | 


the Hebrew language. This fact 
is emphasised is the case of Paul 
-—see Acts 21:37, 
speak Greek?” and Acts 22:2, “He 
spake in the Hebrew tongue.’”*. 

It is probable, therefore, that in 
making their quotations from: the 
Old Testament they would trans- 
late direct from the Hebréw, 


adopting in each case such Greek | 
the Holy Spirit | 
guided them to use. This being so, | 


expressions as 
it is natural to find that in some 
cases the Septuagint version hap- 
pens to agree with what the apos- 
tles wrote, while in other cases 
the Septuagint, not being an in- 
spired work, would differ sorfie- 
what from the apostles’ transla- 
tions. In each case, however, the 


have *the | 


speaking of 
God said to Moses, “‘Neither shall 
ye 


— 


“Canst thou | 


Testament 
46), the Spirit of God has given 
it to us in a slightly different form 
in 


'Messiah: 


‘can infallibly reproduce His mes- 


sage in other words. 

And surely He has a 
right to-do this, without our find- 
fault or charging Him with 
carelessness. But, further, may not 
there be a special design in these 
viz. that, by giv- 
ing us an old truth in new words, 
we might be able to see some new 


no 
tiicn 


peru differences 


‘and deeper teaching, which really 


lay hidden in the old, but which 


we never should have seen had it 
not been given us in a dilferent 
form? 

Take, for instance, Ps. 32:1,2. 


When the apostle Paul, in Rom. 
4:6-8, quotes those verses, he tells 


us that David is describing “the | 


blessedness of the man unto whom 
God imputeth righteousness with- 
out works”; whereas in the psalm 
itself there is no mention of right- 


eousness without works, but 
merely forgiveness of sins. Shall | 
we call this a mistake? Is it not, 


rather, as I have already suggest- 
ed, an added revelation throwing 
fresh light upon an old truth? 

Exod. 12:46, 
the Passover 


when 
lamb, 


Again, in 


break a bone thereof.” Now 
there is evidently a reference to 
this in Ps. 34:19, 20, from the 


that the passage in Exodus refers 
to God's protection of a righteous 
man, for in that_ psalm we read, 
“Many are the afflictions of the 
righteous, but the Lord delivereth 


him out of them all. He keepeth | 
all his bones; not one of them is 
broken.” But, lest we should miss 


the primary import of this Old 


seripture (Exod. 12: 


the New ‘Testament, which, 


Old. Testament passages, had they 
been left to themselves they would 
have copied the originals with the 
greatest care, and would not have 
dared to alter a single letter. But 
the truth is, these things were not 
done “by the will of man” (2 Pet. 


old familiar text, nevertheless, be- 


one of them. 


'must surely acknowledge that the 
‘altered wording in the quotations, 
perfect | 


be forgotten that the Bible is an 
Eastern Book, written in Eastern 
‘style. 


'perienced Eastern resident 
his Strange Scenes says, in rela-| 


1:21); and so, in spite of the fact 
that in many cases the writers 
must have known that they were 
not giving the exact words of the 


ing “moved’’—or borne along — 
by the mighty influence of the 
Holy Ghost, they had to write the 
words which God gave them. And 
we may imagine with what fear 
and trembling they must at times 
have perused their own writings, 
seeing those differences, and yet 
never daring to lift a pen to alter 


searing these things in mind, we 


far from revealing any human | 


' ‘ j 
weakness or error, is the most con- | 


vincing evidence of the absolute | 
and verbal inspiration of the Bible. | 


‘contents of which are so awful in 


The So-Called “Immorality” 


of the Bible | 


There are those who say the} 
Bible cannot be inspired through- 
out, owing to those parts which 
they consider immoral. 

Now, first of all, it should never 


an ex- 
in 


The Rev. James Neil 


tion to what are sometimes looked 
upon as coarse or immodest state- 
ments: 

“No Eastern could possibly see 
any objection on this score. They | 
still, as in ancient times, use the) 
greatest plainness of speech 


‘throughout Syria. As soon as one 
acquires a knowledge of common | 
'Arabic the ear is assailed by a/| 
plain speaking on the most delicate 
subjects which is extremely em- | 
_barrassing, until such time as one | 
learns to become accustomed to it. 
wording of which it might appear |Things that are never mentioned 


among us, are spoken of publicly 


‘in the East, even by ladies of the | 


highest class, and of the greatest 
respectability, refinement, and 
purity. 

“This explains at once the na- 


'turalness and innocency of the use 


of expressions and the mention of 
matters in the Bible which our 


‘translators have softened down in 
| some instances, and public readers 
have tacitly, and as I believe 
‘wrongly, agreed to omit in others. 


taken in its connection, cannot be |The purest-minded Eastern women 


misunderstoed as referring to the | would smile at an objection to the | 
in John 19:36 we| Bible on this score! 
“But I may go further, and bold- | 
‘that the Scripture should be ful-|ly say that, seeing the Bible pur- 


for 


read, “These things were 


done | 


filled, A bone of Him shall not be | ports to be an Eastern Book, | | 
| written in the East, by Easterns, | approved of taking as tribute, in 


broken.”’ 


‘and accuracy than could be done 


‘Book is read it will be realised, 


‘such deeds, that longforgotten and 
| hidden 


| 
) 
| 
| 


; 
' 


| 


| ing 


quotations as written by the apos- 
tles are as divinely inspired as the 
originals from which they are tak- 
en, although they may not be, as_ 
indeed they are not, mere repeti- | 
tions of the exact Hebrew words. | 

It should ever be borne in mind 
that none but the Holy Ghost 
knows the exact and full meaning 
of His own words, as recorded in 
the Old Testament, and only He 


I cannot, however, leave this 
subject without reminding 
reader of the extreme care 
to a superstitious extent with 
which the Jews regarded, not only 
the words, but the letters of the 
Old Testament; and, seeing that 
the writers of the New Testament 
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and first—and for long ages 
not possibly be genuine if these 


rise to such blasphemous cavils, 
were absent from its pages!” 

So that, on consideration, it will 
be seen that this is one of those 
very objections which constitute 
the surest proof of inspiration, and 
singles out the Bible from among 
all other books as a divine pro- 
duction. Who but God would have 
recorded Noah’s drunkenness, 
Abraham’s deception about his 
wife, Lot’s disgraceful conduct 
with his daughters, Jacob cheating 
his brother and deceiving his fa- 
ther, Moses’ outburst of temper, 
David’s sin, Peter cursing and 
swearing, and even Paul and Barn- 
abas quarrelling about Mark? Had 
mere men been writing about their 
best friends, would they not have 
“hushed up” these few faults in 


good deeds? and hence—as fre- 
quently happens in human pro- 
ductions—only a one-sided account 
of their: lives would have been giv- 
en. 

Hannibal, the mighty Cartha- 
ginian general, who lived about 
200 B.C., lost an eye in one of 
those perilous campaigns for which 
he was so famous. When later in 
life two artists were engaged to 
paint his portrait, so anxious were 
they both to hide the physical de- 
fect of their hero, that neither of 
them gave a true representation of 
the man. The .one painted him 
full-faced, but gave him two good 
eyes; while the other produced a 
side-faced picture, but carefully 


selected that side which had the 
good eye! The intention was kind, 
but the result was in both cases a 


| deception. 


given | 


their lives, mentioning only their | 


How different is God's Book! 
Although the Bible tells us “Noah 
walked with God,” “Abraham was 
the friend of God,” Jacob and 
Moses were “His chosen,” and 
David was a man after His own 
heart yet with unflinching faith- 
fulness the same Book records the 
above-mentioned sins of those vefy 
saints of His—sins that make us 
blush with shame to read about. 
And why are such things written? 
Not to contaminate our minds or 
drive us from the Bible but “to 
the intent that we should not lust 
after evil things as they also lust- 
ed” (I Cor. 10:6). And however 
pedantic some may affect to be 
about the reading of such things 
in the Bible, let us remember that 
what God hates is the doing of 
them: and hence He records them 
for our warning, “and they are 
written for our admonition, upon 


whom the ends of the ages are 
come” (I Cor. 10:11). 
And may I here remind my 


reader that there is another Book 
written by the same hand—the 


their nature that they -will make 
the ears of every one that heareth | 


to tingle! I refer to the Book of | 


in which has been 
more awful detail 


Remembrance, 
recorded, with 


by any human hand, every filthy 


‘and wicked thought and deed and 


word, of which the vilest sinners 
have been guilty since the world 
began (Matt. 12:36,37, and Rev. 20: 
12). And in the day when that 


and when it is all too late, by those 
whose names are associated with 


An Explanation 
And Correction 


In THE SWoRD OF THE LORD for 
August 7, the editor made a state. 
ment which has been misunder- 
stood and which we now believe is 
not detailed enough to do justice, 
In answering the charge of some 
people who, thought the editor 
compromised, I said the following: 


“Here I live dan Wheaton but I 
have steadfastly refused to join 
the First Baptist Church here. The 
pastor is fundamental but the 
church is still cooperating with the 
American Baptist Convention and 
I will not have their modernistic 
literature taught my children and 
I will not give a dime to support 
the American Baptist Convention.” 

That statement seems to some 
to indicate that the Sunday School 
literature used by the First Bap- 
tist Church in Wheaton is modern- 
istic. Such is not the case. At the 
present time they use sound Chris- 
tian literature in the Sunday 


‘School, literature above reproach. 


The church is concerned to support 
sound, Bible-believing, evangelical 
missionaries. Of course individuals 
have a right of designating mis- 
sionary gifts. We believe that the 
spiritual tone and convictions in 
the church have been greatly 
strengthened in recent years. 


sins have all been taken 
account of; an it will then be uni- 
versally acknowledged that in 
keeping such a record the Judge 
of all the earth has done right 
(Rev. 19:2). 

But how shallow are some of 
these objections which are brought 
forward on this subject! 

Here are two specimens, sent to 
a Presbyterian minister by two 
independent persons, and which by 
a curious coincidence came into my 
hands—objections which apparent- 
ly stood in the way of their believ- 
ing in the full inspiration of every 
part of the Scriptures. 


It will be seen however, that 
here, aS in most similar cases, the 
true teaching is both clear and sol- 
emn, and could only be misunder- 
stood either by being read care- 
lessly, as in the first case, or be- 
considered altogether 
from its connection, as in the sec- 
ond case. 

I quote 
words :— 


Spoil of the Midianites 
1. ‘Am I to understand that God 


the objectors’ own 


ad- | spoils of war, a number of virgins 
the | dressed to Easterns only, it could | for a use that is only too obvious? | diction after “her act of treach- 
| (Num. 31:25-31, 35, and 40).”’ 
is implied that either | 


Here it 
this passage is not inspired, or that 
God winks at immorality. 

The mere question, nowever, dis- 
plays great ignorance, and shows 


_that the questioner must have read 
|the chapter very carelessly, and 
apparently with a biased mind. 


That passage contained one of the 


/most solemn warnings against im- 


morality to be found in the Bible; 
and, far from even recognising acts 
of impurity, shows Israel’s God to 
be a God of awful purity. 

In Num. 25:1 we read that the 


/men of Israel had previously com- 
/mitted 
| daughters of Moab; and, as judg- 
‘ment aiways begins at the House 


whoredom = with these 


of God (I Pet. 4:17), we are told 
that every man of Israel found 
guilty of this horrible crime was 
Slain without merey (Num. 25:5; 
8, and 9). 

But Num. 31 shows that, al- 
though in the case of the Midian- 
ites judgment was delayed—as it 
often is in the case of the wicked 
(Eccles. 8:11)—nevertheless, when 
it did come, it came with relent- 
ness severity; every male, without 
exception, being slain (vers. 7, 8, 
‘and 17), and every woman who 
-had been guilty of whoredom was 
Slain likewise (ver. 17). Indeed, 
from ver. 18, it seems clear that 
every grown woman was guilty, 
none but little girls—‘‘women chil- 
dren’—who numbered thirty-two 
thousand (ver. 35), remaining 
pure; and these God saved from 
the general destruction, as He 
saved Lot.out of Sodom. 

The gratuitous and almost blas- 


phemous suggestion of the ques- 
‘tioner that God allowed the Israel- 


apart | 


ites to take “a number of virgins 
for a use that is only too obvious” 
displays such gross ignorance of 
the whole subject that it is diffi- 
cult to write calmly about it. Who 
shall say that God, in His mercy 
toward these innocent little girls 
(“women children’), did not pur- 
posely bring them thus into asso- 
ciation with His people Israel, in 
order that they, having seen the 
judgment that fell upon their own 
people for their wickedness, might 
learn of Him, and grow up pure 
and useful members of society. 
Moreover, when all the males and 
all the grown women were slain, 
who was to look after these thirty- 
two thousand helpless orphan girls 
if God’s people did not? Were they 
to be left to starve and die? or to 
be taken up by some other heathen 
nation, and, like their ancestors, 
learn a life of shame? 


Surely “the Lord our God is 
righteous in all His works that He 
doeth” (Dan. 9:14). 


Jael and Sisera 


Perhaps ufider this heading it 
might be well to mention briefly 
the case of Jael (Judges 4 and 5). 
This story, we are told by a popu- 
lar writer, Rev. J. Paterson Smyth, 
is quite incompatible with -inspira- 
tion, inasmuch as Deborah the 
prophetess could never have been 
guided by the Holy Spirit to greet 


'Jael with such a triumphal bene- 


ery” in slaying Sisera, as she did 
in those words, “Blessed above 
women shall Jael the wife of Heb- 
er the Kenite be.” 

Let me, however, remind the 
reader, first of all, that what we 
have in the Bible is a divinely in- 
spired, and therefore an absolutely 
correct, record, both of Jael’s act 
and of Deborah’s song—whether 
Jael’s act were right or wrong, 
and whether Deborah’s song were 
inspired or not. Or, to put it in 
another way, the inspired historian 
tells us that Jael did a certain 
thing, and that Deborah and Bar- 
ak sang a certain song, and so far 
as I know the Scriptures do not 
actually state that either the act 
or the song was inspired. So that, 
from an historical point of view, 
this does not in any way affect the 
inspiration of the Bible. 

But, as a matter of fact, there 
is every evidence that the song of 
Deborah and Barak was inspired, 
and that Jael’s action in slaying 
Sisera was absolutely correct. In- 
deed, it was prophesied beforehand 
in the hearing of Barak that “the 
Lord shall sell Sisera into the hand 
of a woman” (Judges 4:9). 

The fact is, this passage could 
only be misunderstood by those 
who are unacquainted with East- 
ern habits and customs. 

“Among the nomad tribes of 
Palestine and the surrounding 
deserts the rights of hospitality 
are peculiarly. sacred and inviol- 
able. Base beyond discription 
would that wretch be accounted 
who, having first entertained a 
Stranger, not to say an ally, in an 
Arab tent, afterwards took his life 


(Continued on page 4) 
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Page Three 


L 
God Looks for a Man 

“I looked for a man and 
found none” (Ezek. 22:31). God 
looks for a man to plead His 
cause—and finds none. 

l. Well, some ministers and 
some laymen today passionately 


plead His cayse! Doxology! 

2. Others do it with reserve, at 
times rather icily! They are afraid 
somebody will get excited about 
Him, as did the multitudes (Matt. 
21), and as did Paul before Agrip- 
pa (Acts 26:24). 

3. Again, some are against Him 
and His stated work. From a 
preacher's lips comes, “I do not 
believe in revival.” Hezekiah be- 
lieved in revival and he was God's 

‘ man (II Kings 18). Jonah believed 
in revival commanded of God 
(Jonah 3). Habakkuk, God's talk- 
ed-to prophet (Habakkuk 2:2, 3: 
2), prayed for revival. John the 
Baptist led in revival (Matt. 3:1- 
12). The Psalmist prayed for re- 
vival (Ps. 85:6). The first revival 


tour and revival methods of Jesus’ 


are seen in Matthew 4:12-25. The 
Pentecost revival by His Spirit, 
through His disciples, in the use 
of His Word, and in witnessing, is 
delineated in Acts 2. The fruits of 
the tribulation revival are seen in 
Heaven in Revelation 7:9-17. 

I have tested many congrega- 
tions over these thirty-eight years, 
and inevitably most people present 
had been saved during revival. 

So God believes in revival. His 
Word teaches it. 


Of course, with the above re- 
sults, the Devil does not believe in 
revival—nor do his lieutenants in 
the church or outside the church 
believe in revivals. 


4. Some do not give the evan- 
gelist place among Christ’s ser- 
vants. The Word of God does. 
Jesus does. Paul does. The Holy 
Spirit does. That is good enough 
for me! Christ Jesus gives to His 
body, the church, “evangelists” 
and others (Eph. 4:11). If Christ 
does it, I believe it! Paul, by the 
Spirit, told a great young minister 
to do the work of an evangelist 
(II Tim. 4:5). Philip, distinguished 
as one of the seven, and winner 
of the eunuch to Christ, was a 
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By Dr. D. A. (Scotchie) McCall 
Minister of Revival Promotion, 
Sword of the Lord Foundation 


? “ , 


recognized evangelist 
8:5; 21:8). 

Strange indeed that some men 
recognize terms such as mission- 
aries, superintendents, and secre- 
taries, not found at all.in the 
Bible, and then refuse to recognize 
what Christ has placed there! 

God looks for men to represent 
and present Him, rather than self 
or things! God looks for men to 
plead His cause! Will you be such 
a one! 


(Acts 6:5; 


Il. 
To Pennsylvania for Him! 


For many years I have been 
interested in men’s meetings. I 
used to hear of the days when 
only women prayed publicly in 
the churches, and when women 
had to serve altogether as Sun- 
day School teachers and even as 
the superintendent. That was a 
far cry from the days of such 
great men of God as Moses, Abra- 
ham, Elijah, John, Paul, and 
others. It sounded more like the 
days of Deborah (Judges 4), and 
Ezekiel 22:31. 

Early in my ministry I started 
a county-wide men’s meeting. It 
grew quite largely until a denom- 
inational big-wig came along say- 
ing he didn’t see any use in men’s 
meetings. We let it die. 

I went to a capitol-city pastor- 
ate. Some laymen were hungry to 
go beyond the mediocre church 
life that was prevalent. I worked 
with them, encouraging them to 
conduct meetings for Christ. They 
were soul winners. Out of it came 
some of my greatest spiritual con- 
tacts. 

The Christian Business Men of 
Southern Chester County, Penn- 
sylvania, Wére recently putting 
on their third annual tent revival, 
some twelve to fifteen -churches 
represented. The tent was located 
at Avondale, where Pa. 41 high- 
way intersects U.S. 1 highway. 
The interest and attendance were 
very good. Many people were for 
it. Some were as afraid of a real 
revival as one ought to be of 
a deadly disease. Revival means 
death to. sin, selfishness, and 
Satan’s works. 

Mr. Carl Martin led the song 
services. Mr. Warferel was general 
chairman, and Mr. Prange, tent 
chairman. Other brethren did good 
work also in their own places. 

Dr. Rice helped inaé_e great 
message Sunday afternoon. 


We had-a great Sunday School 
night, with a few hundred people 


present. Every person responded 
to: the invitation. Again, many 


young people came to the plat- 
form in reconsecration and as 
volunteers for life-service. 


The climactic hour came in the 
last service as the inquiry tent 
was packed with those responding 
to the invitation. The invitation 
continued for thirty or forty min- 
utes as people continued to come. 
Doxology! 

The men are learning the ways 
of revival. Some churches help 
them. Some oppose them. Paul 
was so hindered (I Thess. 2:18). 
One such tried to hinder John 
(III John, verses 9-11). 

God proposes to have revivals, 
stubborn and evjl individuals not- 
withstanding! Amen! 


Il. 
Revival Continues 

I like to see people saved! There 
is no substitute for seeing people 
brought to Christ. Along with 
that, the very term revival means 
Christians revitalized, built up in 
Christ, renewed in love and loyal- 
ty. 

Here at the Sword of the Lord 
we are happy in constantly re- 


il 


The Editor’s Song 


If you have a tale to tell, 
Boil it down! 

Write it out and write it well, 

seing careful how you spell: 

Send the kernel, keep the shell; 
Roil it down! Boil it down! 


If you want the world to know, 
Boil it down! 
If you have good cause to crow; 
If you'd tell how churches grow, 
Whence you came or ahere you 
ZO, 
3011 it down! 
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30il it down! 


Then, when all the job is done, 
Boil it down! 
If you want to share our fun, 
Know just how a paper’s run, 
Day by day from sun to sun, 
3011 it down! Boil it down! 
When there’s not a word to 
spare, 
Boil it down! 

Heave a sigh and lift a prayer, 
Stamp your foot and tear your 
hair, 

Then begin again 

Boil it down! 


with care 
> a2 . ss 
Boil it down! 


When, all done you send it in, 
Boil it down! 
Where you end, there we begin; 
This is our besetting sin; 
With a scowl or with a grin, 
We'll boil it down; boil it 
down! 
—The Presbyterian Advance 
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ceiving after-revival letters as 
these words from Pastor Jack 
Carroll, Ada, Oklahoma: 

“August 13, 1953 
“Dear Brother McCall. 

“The privilege of working with 
you in the recent revival meeting 
here at our good church is a 
joyous occasion that shall ever be 
cherished in my memories. Last 
Lord’s Day was a good day—had 
three people saved in the morning 
service. God really showered His 
blessings upon us in that service, 
which turned out to be a real old- 
time, soul-saving services I person- 
ally feel that there will be many 
more services such as that one as 
a result of the revival meeting.” 

Mr. Marvin Roseberry is presi- 
dent of Men’s Brotherhood. My, 
what refreshment and good fellow- 
ship I enjoyed in his home! He 
shares a like constructive opinion, 
as seen in the following words 
from his letter: 


“Ada, Oklahoma 


August 13, 1953 
“Dear Brother McCall, 
“*Thanks a million’ for your 


letter of August 5th, and-also for 
the N.T. that arrived yesterday. 
It will be very useful. 

“We are continuing to reap 
benefits from your power-filled 
preaching. We had three additions 
Sunday for baptism. 


“The Brotherhood enjoyed the 
largest attendance Monday night 
that we have had in many months. 
We made plans for regular visita- 
tion program. Our Wednesday 
night Prayer Service had the best 
attendance I have seen at our 
church. We will always be grate- 
ful to you for coming our way.” 


IV. 
Far and Wide 

Upon returning to the office 
from Pennsylvania I noted in the 
mail basket a stack of our stand- 
up, vari-coloured calendar build- 
ing envelopes, ready to go out to 
those who had written us asking 
for packs. Good! That is the way 
I like it! 

Just this morning I was for a 
moment near the mailing basket 
and noticed some more packs of 
these envelopes ready for mailing. 
I picked them up to see where they 
were going. What do you think? 
They were going into various sec- 
tions of this nation, as to Idaho, 
South Dakota, Pennsylvania, and 
South Carolina. Doxology! People 
had written from North, South, 
East, and West for these building 
envelopes. They wanted to help. 
That is what the Word of God 
tells us to do, “‘they helped every 
one his neighbor’ (Isa. 41:6). 
Obey God. Be a good neighbor. 
Help build this work of the Lord. 
Write NOW for a pack of these 
lovely building envelopes. Surely 
you can give $1.00 a month, 3% 
cents a day to Him! 

Are you looking for a fruitful 
place for some of His mission or 
evangelistic money? This is it! 


Sword Saves Souls In Jamaica 


Prison Warden Writes of a Sword Convert Preaching Sword 
Sermons, Winning Souls, Transforming Lives of 
Hundreds in British West Indies 


By the Editor 


Some time ago reports came of 
a certain Aston Samuels, a 
prisoner, converted to Christ 
through THE Sworp OF THE LorD, 
in St. Catherine’s prison, Spanish | 


a happy, thrilling report, and 
many letters have been going to 
the prison warden asking if the 
reports were true. 


Town, British West Indies. It was|speaking a 


Now comes a letter from this 
warden who is happy but harassed 
by more letters than he 


caused 
LORD in 


wonderful transformation 
by THE SWORD OF THE 
the prison where he works, but 
pleads that we do not use his 
name, because he does not have 
time” to answer so many letters! 

Many preachers have more read- 


where people do not have much 
reading matter, or where they 
take time to really get the bless- 
ing which is in the great ser- 
mons printed in this America’s 
formost revival weekly. We know 
that readers will enjoy this re- 
markable letter, which we publish 
in full. 


The Prison Warden Introduces 
Himself 

The reader will be interested 

to know that the prison warden 

is a member of the Cathedral 


congregation in his city. We 
judge it is an Anglican church 
(the British Episcopal Church). 


He seems to be a responsible, in- 
telligent, and upright man. I now 
quote what he says: 
Spanish Town P. O. 
9 Monk Street 
St. Catherine 
Jamaica, B.W.I. 
Dr. John Rice, Esq. 
Dear Doctor; 

Permit me space in your valu- 
able columns to tell your readers 
some facts. For sometime now a 
number of Christians are making 
inguiries from me regarding an 
inmate here by name _ Aston 
Samuels. Well since last month 
folks in the States there have 
written about the honesty of the 
prisoner’s conversion. 

I am a prisoner warden of ten 
years’ service. I am a registered 
communicant of the St. James 
Cathedral. I am a member of the 
committee, Peoples Church war- 
den, one of the Cathedral lay 
representatives to Synod; and a 
member of the Cathedral’s Re- 
ligious Welfare. Union, also its 
Secretary for the ensuing year. 
So folks seem to believe I should 
know much about this matter that 
is causing quite a concern in var- 
ious sections of the Island and 
U.S.A. This prison where I work 
is the Saint Catherine District 
Prison and it’s the only one of 
the five where we excute persons 
condemned to death. I have seen 
men executed on the gallows 
galore. I have seen men under the 
sentence of death turn to God and 
I have seen people die: being 
killed: of sickness by natural 
causes, by accident under tragic 
circumstances, in and out of 
prison. I have been in Panama for 
four years. I am somewhat season- 
ed in seeing crimes committed, 
and I make the statement and 
say never before have I seen the 
hand of God rest upon any per- 
son as a blessing as with this 
man. 


Murder, Suicide and Arson 
Prevented by Salvation 


An outstanding case of attempt- 
ed murder and suicide-ehave been 
broken up by the religious en- 
deavours of this prisoner. A 
prisoner, after hearing evangelist 
N. Taylor of Alabama, preached 
in the prison and afterwards 
prisoner Samuels preached 24 
hours later from an old paper 
called “SworD OF THE LorD” about 
the time is coming when all they 
that are in their graves shall 
hear His voice, etc. This had such 
effect that would-be murder and 


\suicides brought his implements, 


a poisonous concoction and handed 


it to Reverend (so they call 
prisoner Samuels) and told his 
awful tale. This prisoner was 
recently discharged from here 

different language, 
with a testimony of love upon 
his tongue. 

Prisoner Aston. Samuels is an 
instrument in the hand of God 
‘and is used as a great blessing 
to people in all walks of hie. 


can | 
answer. He gladly testifies to the | 


Recently a man and his wife, an 
expectant mother, went to the 
spanish town market and drug 
store and made purchase of things 
necessary to burn down a neigh- 
bor’s house whilst the occupants 


/ would be sleeping. This revelation 


ing matter than they can use, and | 


they never dream of the _ tre-| 
mendous life-transforming inilu- 
ence which THE SWORD OF THE! 


LorD has in the homes and hearts | 


} 
} 
' 
| 


| 


| 
| 


is brought in their testimony. 
They came the dental clinie 
where Samuels attends on Satur- 
days; they went. for extraction, 
so this preacher prisoner was 
present and read or rather preach- 
ed from Sworp paper, ‘“Gambl- 
ing with Destiny.” The material 
(Continued on page 9) 
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EVANGELIST RALPH M. 
DAVIDSON, Box 77, Coffeyville, 
Kansas, writes: “Just closed a 
wonderful revival at the First 
Baptist Church, Sturgeon, Mis- 
souri, August 5-16, Rev. Monroe 
Hopkins, pastor. A spirit of revival 
prevailed from the very first ser- 
vice. Prayer meetings had been 
held ahead of time and God really 
answered. We like to think of 
results in numbers but the first 
result seen was revival among 
God’s people. In addition to this, 
we praise God for many rededica- 
tions and about 20 professions of 
faith. 


< tat > 


EVANGELIST CLIFTON 
BRANNON, 626 Electra Street, 
Longview, Texas, and Jerry 
Barnes, song leader, conducted a 
revival in the Rock Chapel Baptist 
Church, August 16 through Aug- 
ust 30. There were 112 professions 
of faith. The pastor says that 
there were a total of 198 additions 
to the church during the cam- 
paign. About the evangelist, the 
pastor remarks: “I heartily re- 
commend Cliff Brannon as an 
evangelist that supports the pastor 
and builds the church... .” 
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Evangelists 


REPORTS FROM AMERICA’S OUTSTANDING SOUL WINNERS 


By the Editor 


EVANGELIST FORD R. PHIL- 
POT, held a united tent revival 
in Taylorville, Illinois. Twelve 
churches of several denominations 
cooperated in the evangelistic ef- 
fort where many decisons were 


recorded. 


oe * * 


Youth EVANGELIST FREDDIE 
GAGE has preached in two recent 
revivals in the South. In the First 
Baptist Church, Wilson, Okla- 
homa, where Rev. George P. Gas- 
kins, Jr., is the pastor, 65 people 


were saved in the other meeting 


of Kermit, Texas. Rev. Joe Allen 
is the pastor of the local church. 
Both pastors commend the evan- 
gelist highly. 


were saved. The services were held | know that I came to know our 
in the Wilson High school foot- | Lord through. one of your books 
ball stadium each night. 29-people | 


held in the First Baptist Church|our Lord gave you the strength 


A Grateful 
Convert 
Writes: 


We cannot publish all the letters 
which come from people saved, 
hundreds of them in a year’s time. 
Last year 520 people wrote saying 
they had found Christ through our 
literature. But here is a sample 
letter which has brought us great 
joy and we hope will bless read- 
ers, too. 


Palatka, Florida 
Sept. 1, 1953 
Dear Brother Rice: 
I am writing you to let you 


called “What- Must I Do to Be 
Saved?” I am sure thankful that 


and the wisdom to put together 
such a wonderful book. 

I was a lost sinner until the day 
of May 15, 1953, when the Spirit 


(Continued from page 2) 


when he laid down to rest.” Pales- 
tine Explored, Rev. J. Neil. 

And yet Deborah the prophetess 
and Barak sang in eloquent lan- 
guage the praises of Jael, and no 
word of protest was raised by any 
of the thousands of Israel. Nor was 
| there the least hint given by those 
|} who knew all the circumstances 
that Jael had acted treacherously. 

Yet, the very writer referred to 
on page 153, who so strongly con- 
demns Jael’s act as one of treach- 
ery and Deborah’s song as a piece 
of uninspired but natural outburst 
of enthusiasm in the hour of vic- 
tory, “excusable perhaps in those 
early days of the world’s educa- 
tion,’”’ adds,this remarkable com- 
ment, “How easily we might even 
praise her (Jael) ourselves, per- 
haps, if we knew all the circum- 
stances.” Exactly so, and with a 
little trouble he might have known 
at least more of the circumstances 
than he appears to know at pres- 
ent. 

The explanation is_ perfectly 
simple to those who are acquain- 
ted with native life in the East, 
which is exactly the same to-day 
as it was four thousand years ago. 

“Jael, left alone by herself, se- 
parated from her husband and his 
servants, who appear to have been 
jata distance with the flocks, sees 
ithe general of Jabin’s forces run- 
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‘If ever modernism has received acrushing 
blow, it has received it in this book... ”’ 


The Bible: lis Christ and 


Professor Leander S. Keyser, D.D., 
Late scholar and defender of the 
faith and Lutheran theologian 
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was first published by the author, T. J. 
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ism, such an exposure of modernism’s lack 
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to the faith of intelligent and scholarly 
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tion. 
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. it is an ideal book to put into “With 
the hands of anyone who has be- 
come infected by the sophistry of 
modernism and whose mind is 
filled with doubts as to the inspir- 
ation of the Holy Scriptures. It is 
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ly authoritative that we wunhesi- 
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very best works on Christian evi- 
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ning towards her tent, determined 
to force an entrance. What could 
she do to resist an armed and des- 
perate man? No other-course was 
possible save to do as we read she 
did—namely, put a good face on 
the matter and ask him in. But 
the point on which the narrative 
turns is this. Sisera had no right 
to enter her tent at all. The wo- 
men’s apartment of an Arab tent 
the only place in it where any 
privacy exists—must never under 
any circumstances be entered by 
a man. Instances are recorded by 
the Arabs of a defeated warrior 
having hidden himself in_ the 
apartments of women; but such a 
heinous breach of Eastern eti- 
quette has in each case been fol- 
lowed by the sentence of death. 
The insult and wrong done to Jae! 
from the point of view of a Beda- 
ween woman was such that, in 
order to avenge her honour, her 
husband or her brother would 
have been bound, by the unwritten 
but inflexible code of Eastern law, 
to take Sisera’s life. She simply 
became the executioner of a sen- 
tence which some other person 
would, under ordinary circum- 
stances, have carried out. This al- 
ters the whole case; and Jael, in- 
stead of being a cruel, lawless, and 
treacherous creature, © becomes, 
from the only standard by which 
we have any right to judge her, 
a true heroine. It is most interest- 
ing to observe that, in Deborah's 
inspired commendation of the con- 
duct of Heber’s wife, particular 
stress is laid upon the fact of her 
being a Bedaween woman, and act- 
ing nobly and righteously from a 
Bedaween’s point of view—viz. 
‘Blessed let her be among women 
in the tent’ (Judges 5:24). This 
could not possibly have been said 
if it were a case of treachery or 
murder in connection with a 
guest.” (Palestine Explored, Rev. 
J. Neil.) 


Viewed in this light, how na- 
tural to read—immediately after 
Jael had shown Barak the dead 
body’ of Sisera—‘so God subdued 
on that day Jabin the King of 
Canaan before the children of Is- 
rael” (Judges 4:22, 23), showing 
that however much man in these 
days might misjudge Jael, the Al- 
mighty so approved of her act as 
to associate His name with it! 


A similar instance to this oc- 
curs in Ex. 2:11 and 12, where 
Moses slew an Egyptian for smit- 
ing a Hebrew. Now, it is a most 
significant fact that to this very 
day there exists among the Sinai- 
tic Bedouins an inexorable tribal 


another tribe, that blow is always 
wiped out in blood. The case is 
never referred to a court, but the 
stricken man’s tribe, or a repre- 
sentative of it, invariably takes 
the offender's life. 


Of course, what raised Moses’ 
fear was that, being ostensibly an 
Egyptian himself, it looked as if 
he had killed one of his own peo- 
ple. 


_ The Jew 


Frederick the Great once de- 


law, that if a man strikes one of 


of God moved me and made me 
make a decision and I accept His 
call. I have been the happiest 
man in the world. I have a won- 
derful wife and four children. 
Home is what it is supposed to be 
now. I was once a drunkard and 
gambled. I know I have done 
everything that the old Devil 
would have me to do. But I am 
one of God's children, I and my 
whole family. I have something 
that a person with money cannot 
buy—a saved man and the answer 
to prayer. I have such a wonderful 
time reading that blessed old 
Book and praying with my family. 
I joined the church when I was 
a boy but that was just a hand 
shake. This time I was reborn. 
Thank the Lord for showing me 
how close I was to destroying 
my home and going to Hell. I 
wish I could tell the world what 
our dear Saviour has done for me 
and my home. It is a joy to know 
when in need I have a Father 
in Heaven ready to give me help. 
I want to thank Christian people 
for praying and not giving up hope 
in me. It makes my heart ache 
to see people do as I used to do. 
Me and my wife are praying that 
we might live such a life like God 
would want His children to do 
that it will make our friends and 
loved ones want to come to know 
our Lord. 

Well, I will close for this time. 
Always thanking you for showing 
me and my family how to be 
saved from that awful Hell. 


Yours truly, 
Odis H. Smith 


Get This Life-Transforming 
Booklet 

The little pamphlet, “What 
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used of God miraculously to save 
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sible was inspired. The answer 
given was “Jew.” 

Among the many prophecies 
concerning this remarkable peo- 
ple, there are two which, on the 
face of them, seem so contradic- 
tory as to make the fulfilment of 
both appear utterly impossible. 
One is that if they did evil in the 
sight of the Lord and refused to 
obey God’s voice, they would be 
“scattered amona the _ nations” 
(Deut. 4:27, and 28:64: Jer. 9:16; 
Ezek. 22:15; Zech. 27:14, etc.). 
The other is in Num. 23:9, where 


Balaam, speaking under inspira- 
tion, said, “Lo! the people shail 
dwell alone, and shall not be 


reckoned mong the nations,” 
How utterly incompatible these 
prophecies seem! and yet there is 
probably nothing more manifest in 
the eyes of the whole world to-day 
than the literal fulfilment of them 
both. In accordance with Jeho- 
vah’s oft-repeated warning, the 
Jews are scattered among the na- 
tions; but, unlike all other people 
on the face of the earth, they 
never lose their nationality by as- 
similating themselves with the 
people amongst whom they dwell; 
and hence, in equally strict accord 
with Balaam’s prophecy, where- 
ever they are found they always 
“dwell alone’ and are not reck- 
oned among the nations! 
According to the best authori- 
ties, there are about eighteen mil- 
lion Jews in the world, whose very 
existence constitutes what Sir 
John Kennaway once called ‘the 
mystery and the miracle of the 
Jew.” “Here,” he said, “was a na- 
tion without a country, a people 
without a government, a race 
without a home, hated yet indis- 
pensable, despised yet powerful.” 
While the Times of Sept. 25th, 
1903, in a leading article on the 
Jews in Russia, said:—‘“In the 
midst of this vast imperial organ- 
ism there subsists one race of 
which neither the assimilation nor 
the elimination seems possible .. . 
His race, his religion, his customs, 
are alike indestructible.” 
So that even if every other ar- 
gument in favour of the inspira- 
tion of the Bible could be swept 
away, there would still remain this 
paradoxical problem, this unan- 
swerable argument, conspicuous in 
every part of the habitable world— 


THE JEW! 


(Be sure not to miss next week’s great 
chapter on “THE PLAN OF SCRIPTURE.” 
from the book ALL ABOUT THE BIBLE 
by Sidney Collett. Published by Fleming 
H. Revell Co. Used by Permission. Order 
from Sword of the Lord Publishers, Whea- 
ton, Illinois. Price $2.00.) 
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for this hemisphere, and another 
Spanish edition is published in 
Spain. It is published in six 
languages in India. We have sent 
money for publication of 600,000 
copies in Portugal. In _ Italy, 
100,000 copies were printed. Over 
2 million copies have been pub- 
lished and _ scattered in Japan, 
100,000 copies in Korea, and about 
250,000 in Chinese, used on the 
Island of Formosa. I believe it 
has also been translated into the 
Tagalog language in the Philip- 
pine Islands and into the Hausa 
language in Africa. 

And everywhere God has saved 
thousands of souls’ through it. 
Over 5,000 in America have writ- 
ten to say they found Christ 
through this booklet. 

Won't you write for a sample 
copy of “What Must I Do to Be 
Saved?” Get some loved ones to 
read it; they might thus find 
Christ. Read it yourself, over and 
over, to learn how to tell the 
plan of salvation simply, scriptur- 
ally, effectively. 

Better yet, order 100 copies at 
$2 a hundred to give out far and 
near. Give in schools, jails, or from 
house to house, in street meetings, 
or at work. Write Sword of the 
Lord Publishers, Wheaton, Illinois. 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Page Five 


GOD WAS RIGHT IN ISAIAH 7:14! 


Comparison of the Hebrew Words for Virgin, Maiden, Damsel and Young 
Woman Show that Only “Almah” Always Means “Virgin” 


Translators of the new Revised 
Standard Version of the Bible, 
slanted in favor of modernism, 
with the effort to leave the im- 
pression that there are no Old 
Testament prophecies fulfilled in 
the New, translated the familiar 
passage in Isaiah 7:14 in viola- 
tion of the historic Christian 
position on this verse. Instead of 
reading “Behold, a virgin shall 
conceive, and bear a son. . .” as 
in the King James Version, the 
RSV reads, “Behold, a young 
woman shall conceive and bear 
a son. ..” This goes against the 
translation of the word almah as 
virgin in the Septuagint, against 
the translation of King James 
scholars, and against the transla- 
tion of the American Standard 
Version. 

Dr. Luther A. Weigle, chairman 
of the committee translating the 
new RSV, had an article in the 
Methodist CHRISTIAN ADVO- 
QATE for March 19. The article 
was called “Answers to Your 


Questions Concerning the New 
- Revised Standard Version of the 


Bible.” One question was, “Why 
has the word ‘virgin’ in. Isaiah 
7:14 been changed to ‘young 
woman’'?”’ Here are the first two 


and a half paragraphs of his 
answer: 
“The difference between 


Isaiah 7:14 and Matthew 1:23 
is a difference between the 
Hebrew text of Isaiah and the 
Greek text of Matthew. 

“The Hebrew text of Isaiah 
7:14 used the word almah, 
which means ‘a young woman 
of marriageable age.’ This word 
does not either assert or deny 
the virginity of the young 
woman. The Hebrew word for 
virgin-is bethulah, which is 
not used here. | 

“In Matthew, 
hand, which is’7 written in 
Greek, the word at 1:23 is 
parthenos, which is the Greek 
word for virgin.” 
Here the modernist Dean Weigle 
School openly 
“asserts that Matthew 1:23 does 
“not accurately quote Isa#ah 7:14. 
He does not believe, of course, 
inspired and 
this is only one of the many mis- 
thinks he finds in the 

note this cocksure 
“The Hebrew word tor 
is bethulah, which is not 
” But if the reader will 
cases in the 
3ible where bethulah obviously 
could not mean virgin, he will see 
careless and biased was the schol- 
arship of Dean Weigle and his 
modernist friends and he will see 
that God was right in using almah 
to represent virgin instead of the 
word bethulah, which oiten means 


on the other 


*something else. 

Dr. Weigle and the modernist 
-translators of the RSV _ went 
against the classic Christian 


position of nineteen hundred years, 
went against the greatest of all 
translations of the past, includ- 
ing the King James translation, 
the American Standard Version, 
and against the Septuagint, trans- 
lated by Jews who spoke Hebrew 


“as a living language. He bodly 


* tion 


went against God’s own transla- 
in Matthew 1:23 and says 
that Matthew 1:23 is not an ac- 


-. eurate translation of Isaiah 7:14. 


bd 


F 


.But the modernistic, 
* bias has led these translators to 
: ignore the facts and I will show 


unbelieving 


that bethulah does not always 
mean virgin, could not possibly 
do so in some cases, and that 
only the Hebrew word almah 
would infallibly fit God’s meaning 
of virgin in Isaiah 7:14. 

In a preceding chapter, I took 
up all of the seven cases where 
the Hebrew word almah is used 


‘in the Old Testament and showed 


that in every single case the word 
virgin would fit, and in not a 
Single case was there any indica- 
tion that a married woman was 
meant, or a girl not a virgin. Now 
let us consider, one by one, the 
Hebrew words variously translat- 
ed_as virgin, maid, maiden, and 


By Editor Joh R. Rice 


damsel. I believe that a consider- 
ation of these words and how they 
are used will show that only 
almah is the proper word for 
virgin in Isaiah 7:14. And _ to 
translate it as anything less than 
virgin is not only unfair to the 
context, and disregards the best 
scholarship of the Jews before 
Christ and of great scholars and 
translators since that time, but 
indicates lack of awareness of 
Bible usage of three Hebrew 
words. 


I. “Bethulah” Does Not 
Always Mean Virgin 


Dr. Weigle announced 
boldly that the regular 
virgin in the Hebrew is always 
bethulah. However, we believe 
that a careful study of the scrip- 
“tural use of the word and its 
origin will show that Dr. Weigle 
oversimplified the matter in his 
statement and disregarded some 
important facts. 


very 
word for 


Bethulah sometimes does mean 
virgin. Bethulah occurs fifty times 
in. the Hebrew Old Testament. In 


the King James Version it is 
translated maid seven _ times, 
maiden fives times, and virgin 


thirty-eight times. Ten times more 
bethulim, the abstract noun, a 
derived form of the word, is used, 
translated twice as maid and 
eight times as virginity. But I 
think I can show that in the 
Hebrew usage the word bethulah 
does not always mean virgin, and 
would not have been the proper 
word for Isaiah 7:14 since God 
meant to say that a virgin would 
conceive. 


1. In Joel 1:8, “Bethulah” Means 
a Widow 

The first chapter of Joel tells 
of certain plagues and punish- 
ments that would come upon the 
land of Judah. Palmerworm, 
locust, cankerworm, and cater- 
pillar would destroy the crops. 
The new wine would be cut off. 
A strong nation would come upon 
the land to destroy it. With these 
things in mind, Joel 1:8 says, ‘‘La- 
ment like a virgin girded with 
sackcloth for the husband of her 
youth.” The word here translated 
virgin is the Hebrew word bethu- 
lah. But here it means a woman 
lamenting and mourning in sack- 
cloth for a dead husband, one she 
had married in youth. (The 
Hebrew word for husband here is 
baal, not the word for bridegroom, 
as wrongly translated in the RS 
V.) 

Now a widow might be a chaste 
woman, a good moral woman, but 
she would not be a virgin. The 
fact that this bethulah is weeping 
and mourning for her husband 
would indicate that she was a 
well-treated wife, favored wife, 
and that may be part of the 
meaning of bethulah as we will 
see. But the word bethulah evi- 
dently does not necessarily mean 
virgin, as in this case. And spirit- 
ually the widow mentioned here 
pictures wicked Judah being 
punished for her ‘sins. The idea 
of virginity, even spiritually, is 
not here. In fact, the idea is that 
God has forsaken Judah for her 
sins and that now she is to mourn 
like a widow or like a wife for- 
saken by her husband. 


In Joel 1:8 bethulah does not 
mean virgin. 


Dr, John A. Broadus in the 
American Commentary, speaking 
of Isaiah 7:14, says: 


“This Hebrew word is almah 
Another word, bethulah, gener- 
ally means virgin, but in Joel 
1:8 is clearly applied to a young 
wife. If such an instance had 
been found for almah, it would 
have been claimed as triumph- 
ant proof that ‘virgin’ is not 
here a proper translation.”’ 


But no such exception can be 
found where the aword almah does 
not mean virgin in the Hebrew 
Old Testament. 


—_————_ 


2. The Term “Bethulah” Is Fre- 
quently Used in the Old Testa- 
ment to Represent An Exalted 
and Honored But” Wicked City, 

Not in Any Sense “Virgin” 

It is rather surprising to find 
eleven times in the Old Testament 
that The Hebrew word bethulah 
is translated virgin when it refers 
to a city, and when the real idea 
of virginity does not seem to be 
intended at all. There eleven 
times are in Isaiah 32:12, 32:22, 
47:1, Jeremiah 14:17,* 18:13, 31:4; 
31:21, 45:11, Lamentations 1:15, 
2:13, Amos 5:2. Most of these 
Scriptures refer to Jerusalem or 
Israel and others refer to the 
cities Zidon and Babylon. 


Consider how the word bethulah 
is used in Jeremiah 14:17. Read 
verses 16 and 17 together. 


“And the people to whom they 
prophesy shall be cast out in the 
streets of Jerusalem because of 
the famine and the sword; and 
they shall have none to bury 
them, them, their wives, nor their 
sons, nor their daughters: for 
will pour their wickedness wpon 
them. Therefore thou shalt say 
this word unto them; Let mine 
eyes run down with tears night 
and day, and let them not cease: 
for the virgin daughter of my 
people is broken with a great 
breach, with a. very grievous 
blow,.”—Jer. 14:16, 17. 


The word virgin above is a 
translation of the Hebrew word 
bethulah. Concerning Jerusalem, 
or perhaps the whole country of 
Judah, God says, “For the virgin 
daughter of my people is broken 
wth a great breach, with a very 
grievous blow.” It is a prophecy 
of the ruin of wieked Jerusalem 
and of Judah which would take 
place a little later, even in Jere- 
miah’s day, by the armies of 
Babylon. The Northern ‘Tribes, 
Israel, had already been carried 
into captivity. Again and again 
God cried to His people about 


their sins, particularly about their | 
Hosea had prophesied be- | 


idolatry. 
fore this, and in Hosea 1:1-5 God 
said to Hosea, “The land hath 
committed great whoredom, de- 
parting from the Lord.” So Hosea 
was to marry ‘a wife of whore- 
doms,’’ to be an object lesson of 
God’s love for idolatrous, adulter- 
ous Israel, as He was to love 
Gomer. But in Hosea, God goes 
on to say that Judah, too, was 
cuilty of idolatry and _ spiritual 
adultery, like the Northern Tribes, 
and would be punished similarly 


(Hosea 5:10-15). 
Now, does Jerusalem have the 


marks of virginity? Is the nation 
Judah, which has gone after 
idols until God has turned His 
back upon His people and turned 
them over to the captivity—is 
Judah then like an innocent and 
undefiled girl? Not at all. That 
is not the picture that the pro- 
phets give of Judah. Her sin and 
wantonness brought on her de- 


struction. Yet here the Hebrew 
word bethulah translated virgin 
in Jeremiah 14:17, is used of 
Jerusalem and Judah. But the 
idea of virginity is not there. 
Bethulah does not always mean 
virgin, surely. 

Again in Jeremiah 18:13, the 
Word of God says, “Therefore 


thus saith the Lord; Ask ye now 
among the heathen, who hath 
heard such things: 
Israel hath done a very horrible 
thing.”” The word virgin here is 
a translation of the Hebrew word 
bethulah. But what is the “very 
horrible thing’ that Israel has 
done? They have gone after idols. 
Verse 15 says, ‘“‘Because my people 
have forgotten me, they have 
burned incense to vanity, and 
they have caused them to stumble 
in their ways from the ancient 
paths, to walk in paths, in a way 
not cast up.” And for this sin of 
idolatry, spiritual unfaithfulness, 
He “will scatter them as with an 
east wind before the enemy” 
(vs. 17). He will destroy Jerusa- 
lem, kill most of the inhabitants, 


the virgin of; 


take the remnant to Babylon like 
Slaves! 


The word bethulah in Jeremiah 
18:13, above is translated virgin. 
But the idea of virginity is not 
there. This is not a picture of a 
pure, modest, and virtuous girl, 
of a virgin. It is more like a 
picture of a harlot, or of an un- 
faithful wife. Then the word 
bethulah here must mean some- 
thing else, certainly not a virgin. 

In Jeremiah 31:4, God promises, 
“Again I will build thee, and thou 
shalt be built, O virgin of Israel 

” This is a promise that God 
will restore the nation Israel. But 
in what sense is Israel a virgin? 
Is it in the sense that she has 
never been guilty of spiritual 
adultery? Is it in the sense that 
Jews have never worshipped other 
gods? Is it in the sense that Israel 
as a nation is pure and sinless? 
Certainly not. The word bethulah, 
which is translated virgin in 
Jeremiah 31:4, does not mean 
virginity. Bethulah evidently has 
another meaning. An _ idolatrous 
nation, which has been so greatly 
chastened for her sins and ac- 
cused of spiritual adultery again 
and again by the inspired prophets 
of God, is not a true picture of 
a virgin. 

In Amos 5:2, the Hebrew word 
bethulah is used again, and again 
is translated virgin. But the word 
does not exactly mean virgin. 
Read Amos 5:1, 2, carefully to- 
gether: “Hear ye this word which 
I take up against you, even a 
lamentation, O house of Israel. 
The virgin of Israel is fallen: 
she shall no more rise: She is 
forsaken upon her land: there is 
none to raise her up.” 

Here we find that God is 
dressing the house of Israel. 
Israel as a nation 
ern kingdom) is fallen in God’s 
sight and will not be _ restored. 
Even when the Jews, with rem- 
nants of all the twelve tribes. went 
back to Judah and Jerusalem, 
the northern kingdom as such was 
not reestablished. And vet, this 
fallen nation, the northern tribes. 
is called “the virgin of Israel.” 
Hosea had said that she was an 
adulteress. Here, by divine inspira- 
tion, she is called bethulah. Then 
evidently bethulah does not al- 
ways mean a virgin. The quality 
of virginity, of innocence, of pur- 
ity, of being undefiled, which is 
involved in the English word 
virgin, is not always portrayed by 
the Hebrew word bethulah. Dr. 
Weigle and the RSV translators 
did not speak with scholarly ac- 
curacy when they said bethulah 


ad- 
And 
(the north- 


always means virgin. Can you see 


Isaiah 7:14? 


In Isaiah 23:12, the city of 
Zidon, with Tyre, under a curse 
of God and about to be destroyed, 
is ealled, “O thou oppressed vir- 
gin™ daughter of Zidon.” The 
chapter is headed, ‘“The burden of 
Tyfe,” and throughout the chap- 
ter;Tyre and Zidon, two neighbor 
cities are considered - together. 
Verse 15 says, “.. . after the end 
of ‘seventy years shall Tyre sing 
as an harlot.” And in verse 17 it 
is ‘Said, . and she shall turn 
to her hire, and shall commit 
fornication with all the kingdoms 
of the world upon the face of the 
earjh.” But God has_ promised 
desfruction to these two cities 


Tyte and Zidon, for their sins. 
Yet to one of them, in verse 12, 
God says, “O thou oppressed 
virgin, daughter of Zidon: arise, 
pass over to Chittim; there also 
shalt thou have no fest.” Here 


| again the word which is translated 
virgin is the Hebrew word bethu- 
lahs~ but God is speaking of a 
wicked, heathen city about to be 
destroyed for its sin. In the same 
connection with this city and its 
sister city, He speaks of harlotry 
and? fornication. So Zidon did not 
have the qualities of virginity, 
purjty, the undefiled, innocent, 
chaste state of a virgin. Bethulah 
is not really always the Hebrew 
word for virgin. Almah, the He- 


* (Continued on page 11) 


why God did not use bethulah in 
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Write for FREE Choir Gown 
Bodkiet G45, Pulpit Book P45. 
Budget Pian. 
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NEW MIRACLE 
TUBELESS HEARING 
AID REVEALED 


e Costly B-Battery Eliminated 

@ All Battery Costs Slashed 80°/, 
@ Powered by Three Transistors 

@ Vacuum Tubes Banished Forever 


PREE.~ BOOK! Write today for cuthoritotive 
‘éllustrated book describing this new Atomic Age 
' miracle invention, the Transistor, and whof i? 
| legals: to the hard of hearing. No obligotion 
Lwhotsoever! A postcard will do. 


HEARING AID CO. 
2900 West 36th Street, Dept. 377D 
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Claim Your Blessing! 


Are you living in defeat, afraid to witness to your loved ones? 
Are you fearful cf seeking all God wanis you to have, because 
others seem to have gone too far? Are you missing the full sweet 


fellowship with God that comes with having His power? 


The Power of 


Pentecost 
This book was written by Dr. Joh 


Rice to help you to claim your bless- . 
ing. After 17 years of-earnest search-. 


ing of God's Word, after tears 
prayer and toil, Dr. Rice wrote 


book on the fullness of the Holy Spirit. 
He studied all the Scriptures anew, 


and here discusses them simply 
clearly. 


You will find here a thorough, kind- | es 
ly, satisfying discussion of the tongues .+ S332 
question. Here is the explanation of > g25% 
the terms “filled with the Spirit” “bap- <"Sage 

etc. But more 3a 
than that, here is the clearest teach- 


tized with the Spirit.” 


ing in any book since Moody 
Torrey died, on how to be filled 


mighty power of God for soul winning and witnessing. 


CHAPTER TITLES 
1. The Lost Secret—Power. 
li. The Usual Work of the 
Spirit. 
lit. Jesus, Filled with the Holy Ghost. 
IV. Misunderstood Pentecost. 
V. Spirit-Filled Means Empowered Wit. 
nessing. 
Vi. Bible Terminology for the Power 
of Pentecost 
Vil. The Fullness of the Holy Spirit 
and the Ministry Gifts In Old 
Testament and New. 
Vill. Speaking With Tongues. 
iX. The Power of Pentecost for Every 
Christian 
X. How to Be Filled With the Hely 
Spirit—Wholehearted Obedience to 
Christ’s Soul-Winning Command. 
Xl. Prayer—a_Condition of Holy Spirit 
Fullness. 
Xil. Why Prevailing, Persistent Praying 
is Necessary for Holy Spirit Power. 
Xilt. De You Really Want To Be Spirit- 
Filled? 


Holy 


XIV. How Great Soul Winners Were 
Filled With the Holy Spirit. 
XV. Claim Your Blessing! 
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and 
with the Spirit how to have the 


Holland Evangelist finds 
Answer to his heart cry: 


Evangelist G. Ernste wrote, “J 
thank my heavenly Father for such 


a book ...I1 can tell you it was the 
answer to me, while there was still 
a cTryzin my heart. ‘IHiow will I get 


a life by the power 
now I can tell you, 
your.book I saw 


of God?’ And 
during reading 
the way and now 


really have the power of the Holy 
Spire’ in my life! ; 
Claim your blessing! Order §& 


your copy, and find the joy of 
fruitful work for the Lord Jesus, 
through His Spirit. 


Sturdy cloth binding, carefully 
indexed, only —_______ $3.00 
ip. 
ba 
ORDER TODAY FROM YOUR 
“ BOOKSELLER or DIRECT 


SWORD OF THE LORD. PUBLISHERS 
WHEATON, ILLINOIS 
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News Flashes 


from Christian Schools 


By Rev. Walter E. Handford, Manager 
Sword of the Lord Publishers 


A good word has recently come 
from Dr. G. Allen Fleece, Presi- 
dent of Columbia Bible College in 
Columbia, South Carolina. He 
writes: 

“For some time we have prayed 
and sought to strengthen the train- 
ing offered at the Bible College in 
the field of evangelistic preaching. 
We have felt that this training Is 
needed for the mission field fully 
as much it for service at 
home. 


as is 

“In order to meet this need and 
better prepare the students of the 
Bible College for their service for 
the Lord, we are inaugurating a 
department of Evangelism which 
shall be entirely distinct from, and 
in addition to, the department of 
Christian Service and the effective 
work now being done by that de- 
partment. In addition to the train- 
ing of students, the department of 
Evangelism will also conduct evan- 
gelistic meetings throughout the 
school year and the summer 


months. We believe it will be the. 


means of a much wider outreach 
for souls. 


“We are now rejoicing in the 


evident provision of the Lord that | 


makes possible this new ministry 
of the Bible College. On Sunday, 
July 12, at Ft. Lauderdale, Florida, 
the Rev. H. Lawrence Love an- 
nounced his resignation as pastor 
of the Bethany Presbyterian 


Church, effective January Ist, and | 


Rev. H. Lawrence Love, Head of 


new Department of Evangelism, 
Columbia, Bible College. 


The Baptist Bible Institute of 
Cleveland, Ohio, has this fall 


touching chapter 


| TALL 


PATTIE AU MLL LLL 


Base 
Ingratitude 


An illiterate fisherman and pilot 
gave to Mark Guy Pearse a 
from his per- 
sonal experience and the applica- 
tion he made of it. Mr. Pearse 
says he passed it along to D. L. 
Moody, and the latter was so alf- 
fected by it that he buried his 
face in his hands and wept. 

The fisherman told how he was 
lying aboard his boat in Plymouth 
Sound, when he heard a splash 
in the water not far off. He 
jumped out of his berth, for he 
thought he knew what it was; 
there was another fishing boat 
not far off, and the man with 


it was a drinking man. He rowed | 


there in his small boat with all 
speed, leaning over the side and 
praying God for help. Presently 
he got hold: of the other man’s 


arm and pulled him up. He was 


changed its name and moved to a | 


lovely 15-acre campus in Cedar- 
ville, Ohio. It is now called Cedar- 
ville Baptist College and Bible In- 
stitute. Cedarville is located 23 


-miles east of Dayton on U. S. 42. 


The school was established in 


drunk sure enough. He lifted him 
back onto his boat, and put him 
in his berth, and worked over 
him, and rubbed him an hour or 
more, till he began to come to 
himself. When he had done every- 
thing possible to make the man 
comfortable, he came away. 

The next morning he _ pulled 


over to see how the man was. 


| 


: 
; 
: 
' 


Cleveland in 1942 as the Baptist | 


Bible Institute. Until this 
classes have been carried on in the 
educational building of the Hough 


year | 


‘Avenue Baptist Church of Cleve- | 


his acceptance of the position of | 


Director of Evangelism of Colum- 
bia Bible College. 

“Mr..Love has been greatly used 
in evangelistic.meetings in church- 
es, and in Bible Conference Minis- 


ted number of engagements 
throughout the school year and 
may be addressed at Columbia Bi- 
ble College.” 


Institute 


land. 

The new campus will provide 
nine buildings for the new liberal 
arts courses as well as the Bible 
courses previously 


'fered. The school is Baptist in doc- 
'trine, thoroughly fundamental and 
premillennial in its emphasis. 

try. He will be available for a limi- | 


| 
| 


| 


For further information write: 

Dr. Leonard Webster, President 

Cedarville Baptist College and 
Bible Institute 

Cedarville, Ohio 
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The Whole Church Takes It! 


(Continued from page 1) 


moment, and the special subscrip- 
tion offer was made clear. Ninety- 
three people turned in subscrip- 
tions and a few others were to be 
sent this week. It took Only three 
or four minutes in the service, and 
I know it will be a tremendous 
blessing for the whole church for 
the year. This wise and spiritual 
pastor is a good example of spirit- 
ual leadership in a strong, grow- 
ing, spiritual soul-winning church. 


How One Pastor Did It 


Some will remember that July 1 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD subscrip- 
tion price went up to $2.50 per 
year. A good pastor, Rev. J. Sid- 
ney Kane, Jr., of First Baptist 
Church, Pottsville, Pennsylvania, 
wanted his church members to get 
‘THE SWORD OF THE LorpD before the 
price went up. So he mimeograph- 
ed a nice subscription coupon in 
his bulletin. He drew a sword, put 
the name, “Sword of the Lord” 
in it. He said, “Subscription price 
of THE Sworp goes up to $2.50 in 
July. SUBSCRIBE NOW (Church 
group) for ONLY $1.20.” He put 
the church rate. “This means 52 
issues, hundreds of sermons, chil- 
dren's stories, Bible questions an- 
swered, Christian news, etc. 

“Christian, do you want 
grow? 

“Unsaved friends, do you want 
to know? 

“Sign below.” 

Then he put a place for people 
to put “my subscription” and an- 
other place for people to put “‘sub- 
scription for a relative or friend,”’ 
with name and address for each. 

Brother Kane’s plan worked 
beautifully. It will be a_ simple 
matter for most pastors to mimeo- 
graph such a subscription blank in 
the church bulletin, call it to peo- 
ple’s attention, give out samples, 
and get many to subscribe, as Rev. 
J. Sidney Kane, Jr., did. 


Some Other Churches Did 
It This Way 
In a similar campaign in 1951, 
Rev. A. F. Ballbach, Jr., of Oli- 


to 


Church in Trenton, 
Simply presented the 


vet Baptist 
New Jersey, 


. 


He was standing leaning over the 
side of his craft. To a “good 
morning” he returned no answer. 
“How are you this - morning?” 
his rescuer said. 

“What’s that to you?” was the 
surly response. 

“Why,” said the first man, 
saved your life last night.’ 

“Get out,” responded the other, 


“T 


'and roundly cursed him for a liar. 


of- 


out 


“T turned ‘round my little boat 
and pulled away to my craft,” 
he said in telling Mr. Pearse. 
“My heart was broken. The tears 
ran down my cheeks. I looked up 
to heaven and could hardly get 
the words that choked me 


‘O Lord Jesus, I said, ‘my blessed 
Lord Jesus, I am sorry for Thee. 


I know now how Thou dost feel. 
That is how the world is treating 
Thee. I am_ terribly sorry for 
Thee, my dear Lord.’ ”’ 


) THEATER TUT 


‘coffee, for a whole week’s Chris- 
'tian reading for the family; less 


than 


matter of THE SwORD OF THE LORD | 


in Sunday morning worship serv- 
ice and sent a list of subscrip- 
tions. Rev. Albert Dusek, in Tyler, 
Texas, requested copies of THE 
SWORD OF THE LorpD to be given out 
with the church bulletin, then took 
subscriptions in the revival cam- 
paign coming up. All this led up 
to suggesting THE SWORD OF THE 
Lorp for every resident family as 
an item of the local church bud- 
get six months later. 

Recently, in the Glen Iris Baptist 
Church, Birmingham, Ala. the good 
pastor announced THE SWORD OF 
THE LorpD from the pulpit, and 32 
church members subscribed. Then 
a good Christian layman in the 
church paid for 104 additional sub- 
scriptions to cover the resident 
church membership. 

Gethsemane Methodist Church, 
Rev. Milton C. Milliner, Seaford, 
Delaware, sent in 50 subscriptions. 

J. C. Robertson of Mt. Ajry, 
Georgia, sent in 64 subscriptions 
for his church, 19 of them paid 
for by himself. 

The small Evangelical Free 
Church in Salt Lake City, Utah, 


sent in 84 subscriptions which 
more than covered the church 
membership since they have a 


church membership of 63, I under- 
stand. 

Other churches in Bennett, Colo- 
rado; Ralston, Oklahoma; Sagi- 
naw, Michigan; Detroit, Michigan; 
Centerville, Pennsylvania; Free- 
land, Maryland; New Plymouth, 
Idaho; Miami, Florida; Denver, 
Colorado; Carolina Beach, North 
Carolina; and Sidell, Illinois; have, 
in one way or another, joined in 
this effort to get THE SworpD oF 
THE Lorp to their people. 


Special Rate for Whole 
Churches or for 25 or 
More Subscriptions 

The regular subscription rate for 
THE SWORD OF THE LorD is $2.50 
der year for 52 large issues. That 
is less than the price of a cup of 


the price of a package of 
chewing gum or a coca cola. But 
we have made it even less where 
the whole resident church mem- 
bership gets THE SWORD OF THE 
LorD, or where 25 or more sub- 
scriptions are sent in by one per- 


'son, or church on a definite quota 


accepted. 

If the church or pastor or offi- 
cials will agree to see that every 
resident family of the church gets 
THE SWORD OF THE LorRD, they may 
have the rock-bottom church rate, 
$1.50 per year. 

Or if the pastor or church or 
any individual promises to send a 
definite quota of 25 subscriptions, 
or 50, or 100, or 250, or 500, or 
1,000 during this 20th anniversary 
year, subscriptions may be sent at 
this rock-bottom price of $1.50 per 
year. That is good for either new 
or renewal _ subscriptions. But 
Canadian subscriptions must be 
20c more per year. 

Churches or pastors who wisn, 
may send subscriptions on our li- 
brary plan. In ‘that case, each sub- 
scription must be sent at the full 
price of $2.50 per year ($3.00 per 
year in Canada and foreign coun- 
tries); and for every yearly sub- 
scription to THE SWORD OF THE 
LorD, if a goal or quota of 25 or 
more subscriptions is accepted, the 
church may have $1.25 worth of 
best Christian books chosen from 
yur retail book catalog, for each 
one-year subscription. 

That means that the pastor or 
church will get. $37.50 worth of 
books for 25 yearly subscriptions 
to THE Sworp at the regular full 
rate of $2.50 per year. 

Of course there is no premium, no 
discount for subscriptions sent at 
the rock-bottom price of $1.50 per 
year, and this price may not be 
used except where the whole resi- 
dent church family is to get a 
subscription, or where there will 
be 25 or more subscriptions sent 
on an accepted quota. 

Think of getting a whole church 
to read THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
and having it cost less than a 3c 
stamp each week, for the best 
Gospel reading for the whole fam- 
ily! 


DYLAN ltl 4000 A TRULLI 
WHAT DOES YOUR CHURCH NEED? 


New Pews? | 

Folding chairs and tables for the Sunday School? 

One or more pianos—or an organ? 

A heater for the baptistry? 

Additional communion ware? 

Folding partitions to increase your Sunday School space? 
Whatever you need, let THE SWORD OF THE LORD assist you 

in buying. Watch the advertising columns. If you do not find the 

particular item you are interested in, write: The Advertising Depart- 

ment, THE SWORD OF THE LORD. Wheaton, Illinois, and we'll do 


our best to help you. 
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to have a “SWORD OF THE Lorn 
Sunday” and little by little, give 
us a chance to help him and his 
people. 

Write to Editor John R. Rice, 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD, 


Hithiihh 
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How to Have a “SWORD OF 
Pa . 5 
THE LORD Sunday” 
If you want to have “SworpD oF 
rHE Lorp Sunday” in your church, 
we suggest the following arrange- 


Hike 


ments. , Wheaton, Lilinois. 
| 1. The pastor, in one of the 
regular preaching services, will 


igive a 5-minute talk telling about 
ithe work of THE SWORD OF THE 
'Lorp, the full-length sermons by 
| great soul winners, the defense of 
ithe faith, the help on soul win- 
ning, the reports on revival, and 
such matters as he likes. Or he 
may tell how he has been blessed 
by THE Sworp OF THE Lorpb. In 
some cases, pastors would want to 
have testimonies of others, also. 

2. The pastor will let ys Know 
how many sample copies he will 
prayerfully distribute to those 
who wish them in his church serv- 
ice, and we will send these sam- 
ples free, and they will be given 
out on that “Sworp OF THE LorRD 
Sunday.” 

3. The pastor will appoint and 
announce publicly someone to re- 
ceive subscriptions at the rate 
chosen, and to send them in for 
the church. 

If special subscription envelopes 
are desired, they will be sent free. 
Some suggestions for the brief talk 
about THE Sworp will be sent to 
every pastor who agrees to have 
“SWORD OF THE LORD Sunday.” And 
the pastor is to ask for the big 
book mentioned when he agrees to 
put on this great program, and it 
will be sent at once, along with 
the sample copies of THE Sworp, 
etc. 

Pastors, we suggest that you fill 
out the convenient form elsewhere 
in THE SWORD OF THE LorpD. But 
write at once, please. Will you 
help, by having a “SworD OF THE 
Lorp Sunday”? 


Chicago Hebrew Mission 


adopts a new name 


MCUCAN 

NS [MESSIANIC FELLOWSHIP 
a witness | 
Write for 
independence Blvd 


y cities of America 


AMF Monthly 
Chicago 24, 


mar 
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816 Hi. 


Catalog and fine selections of 
sample materials on request. 
Fair prices. Mention whether 
for Pulpit or Choir. 


DeMoulin Bros. & Co. 


1112 S.14th St. Greenville, Ill. 


OLDING CHAIRS§ 


IN Steel’ or Wood 


= FOLDING BANQUET TABLES 


\ AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 
—* J.P REDINGTON 4CO. 
. DEPT. 173 SCRANTON 2,PA. 
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Equal to a Revival or an 
Assistant Pastor, 
Some Say! 

A church Mineral Wells, $ 
Texas, greatly burdened for the : : 
spiritual life of its members, offi- 
cially decided that to get Tur 
SWORD OF THE LorRD into the home 
ot every member would do more 
good than to have a special series 
of revival services and would cost 
less money. So they subscribed for 
all the resident families of the 
church. 

Another good pastor said that he 
believed to get THe SworD OF THE 
LorD into every home of his church 
membership would do far more 
good in a year’s time than to have 
a full-time assistant pastor for 
visitation and spiritual leadership. 

Well, when the cost is so low, 
surely many a pastor who feels 
a deep burden for the spiritual 
life of his people will lead them 


* 


book, we 
in 


+ 178 CAREFULLY SELECTED HYMNS AND 
CHORUSES, combining old and new favorites, 


+ A DURABLE, SPIRAL BINDING that keeps 
pages open flat on the piano or in your hands, 


+ TWO INDEXES, TOPICAL AND ALPHA- 
BETICAL for ease and speed in locating songs. 


+ ALPHABETICAL ORDER OF SONGS, 
added convenience. 


+ ALL THIS FOR ONLY...60¢ each or 3 for $1.75 
—Large size (5/2” x 7%"). 


for 


And at even _lower prices the handy, 
pocket size (4/2” x 6"). Only 35¢ each or 
3 for $1.00 


PRAISE BOOK PUBLICATIONS 
Dept. 67 . Mound, Minnesota 


AT BOOKSTORES EVERYWHERE 


' EACH WEEK the MESSAGE TO ISRAEL broadcasts 
the Gospel to thousands of Jewish people who 
could be reached in no other way. Hundreds 

write for Prophecy Edition New Testaments and mony find 
Christ as Saviour. We reach them where they are! 
More than 50 U. S$. outlets from coast to coast 
carry ovr program. Also HCJB, Quito, $.A.; 
DZAS, Manilo, P. !1.; and TGNA, Gvatemalo, of, 
C.A., powerful short wave stations with world- <®% 
wide coverage. ee: Be 
% Send for free copy of quarterly 
.te learn more about this thrilling 
Br eae. ministry. We covet your prayerful 
ne ak, Support. 
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LSON SHEPHERD, birector MESSAGE TO. ISRAEL, INC. 9% 


(Faunded 1937) BOX 682 GENERAL P.O., NEW. YORK 1, N.Y. 
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NS.S.A.Uniform Bible Lesson Outlines! 


W orthy of your ws ta confidence —Like a faithful beacon . 
they direct you sately ... they are Bible-centered, follow the authorized 
ing James version and are free ot any taint of modernism. 


This lesson series of the National Sun- 
day School Association embraces aids 
for all age levels from cradle roll to 
adults. Product of 58-year old ex peri- 

enced Sunday School publisher who has 

planned and studied for over5 years to 

roduce these amazing lessons with the 
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$ss 
Please send me full particulars of the N.S.5.A. Ghitoen 
Bible Lesson Series —the brand new evangelicel teach. 
ing system for wide-awake Christians 
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~~ S aid of a staff of 20 Christian educators. 
Mail free coupon for full porticulars Name a 
THE HIGLEY PRESS Address —— ie, 
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to be damned for rejecting Christ 
when they have never known of 
Him?” No, they are not going to 
be judged for rejecting Christ 
about whom they have never 
heard, but the first chapter of Ro- 


in the recent Laymen’s Commis- 
sion, which is composed of uncon- 
verted professors who have been 
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mother used to teach you, what 
that Christian father once taught 


you. You know you do not like to. 


retain these things in your know- 
ledge; you wish you could forget 


beasts and creeping things. Three 
times we read in this first chapter, 
“For this cause God gave them 


Give Oil in My Lamp * 


per a Prayer. 


Evangelist, 
here, too. 


Fail * Got Any Rivers You Think Are Uncrossable * 
My Desire* The Windows of Heaven Are Open * Whis- 


Here are many of the new, thrilling gospel songs: 
Great Is Thy Faithfulness * He Lives* I Have Found 


3i11 Rice’s chorus, “Sing As You Ride” is 


And there’s more, yet. The preliminary pages picture 
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the work of the Sword of the Lord, a trea- 
sure chest of favorite hymns and popular 
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Page Eight 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, October 2, 1953 


Ungodly Sinners Justified 


(Continued from page 7) 


now”’—“now” is an adverb of time. 
When? After he has proven that 
all have sinned, that all are ungod- 
ly, that all are unrighteous, that 
there is none that doeth good, 
‘now the righteousness of God 
without the law is manifested.” 
God has a righteousness for un- 
righteous sinners who have noth- 
ing of goodness to plead. And what 
is this righteousness of God? God 
looked in pity upon men in their 
sins and iniquity, His holy nature 
demanded that sin be dealt with, 
so He came down into this world 
in the Person of His own blessed 
Son, and there on Calvary’s cross 
drank to the very depths the 
cup of judgment that our sins de- 
served. Think of it! The Lord Je- 


sus, the Holy One, the just One, 
suffered on Calvary’s cross that 
which your sins and my sins de- 


as though He had been as 
corrupt, wicked, licentious, un- 
truthful, unholy, and unchaste as 
men and women in this world are 
today. 
and undefiled, drank to the depths | 
the cup of judgment. 


served, 


His the wormwood and the gall, | 
His the curse, He bore them all; 
His the bitter cry of pain 

When our sins He did sustain. 
This explains that cry 


He who is absolutely pure | 


from Cal- | 


vary, “My God, My God, why hast 
thou forsaken me?” It was because 
you and I deserved to be forsaken, 
because you and I were so utterly 
unfit for God that He could do 
nothing but turn His face from us. 
He was of purer eyes than to be- 
hold iniquity and so God “made 
him to be sin for us, who knew no 
sin; that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him” (II 
Cor. 5:21). God had to act in con- 
sistency with His own character 
before He could offer a righteous 
salvation to any one. He did this 
on the cross. 

He has set Christ forth a Prince 
and a Saviour. He died for our 
sins; He has been raised from the 
dead for our justification, and now 
God comes to guilty men and 
women and says, “You need no 
longer be debarred from Heaven 
because of your sins, I have pro- 
vided a ransom; I have a Deliverer 
for you, and if you will put your 
trust in my blessed Son, take Him 
‘as your Saviour, give up all pre- 
tension of righteousness, come to 
| Him just as you are, I stand ready 
| to justify the ungodly.” 


| 1. God’s Righteousness Only for 

| Undeserving Sinners 

| 

| But somebody says, “I would 
like to come to a God like that, 


'sought, 


saved” 


| ed, 


who is so good and so gracious, but 
I do not feel good enough.” You 
are barking up the wrong tree. It 
is not a question of being good 
enough; the question is, are you 
bad enough? When He was here 
on earth, the Pharisees derided 
Him and said, “This man receiveth 
sinners, and eateth with them” 
(Luke 15:2), but He said, “I am 
not come to call the righteous, but 
sinners to repentance” (Matt. 9: 
13). If there is a man or woman 
who can prove that he has never 
sinned, I can prove from this Book 
that there is no Saviour for him. 
There is no Saviour for righteous 
people, for good people, but Christ 
is the Saviour of sinners. “They 
that are whole need not a ‘physi- 
cian; but they that are sick” (Luke 
5:31). 

A young man who often listened 
to a great Scotch preacher wanted 
to be saved. He had a great long- 
ing in his heart to know Christ as 
his Deliverer, to know the blessed- 
ness of God's salvation, and al- 
though he wept and prayed and 
he could get no sense of 
forgiveness, no assurance that he 
was received by God. One night 
the minister preached on those 
words, “I am the door: by me if 
any man enter in, he shall be 
(John 10:9), and he showed 
that “any man” took in poor sin- 
ners, no matter how vile, how wick- 
how corrupt they were. As he 
| preached, he could see the cloud 
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216 pages, 16 sermons, pebble- 
textured cloth binding, stamped 
in gold. Jacket pictures crowds 
who came to hear these messages 
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A tremendously popular book, 
with 25,000 copies printed. These 
searching sermons to Christians 
were selected from ten years of 
writing. Let this book warm‘ your 
heart, convict of sin, and trans- 
form your life into what God 
wants you to be! 


12 SERMONS TO CHRISTIANS 
. The Ruin of a Christian. 
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| 2. om ge The Sin That 
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. God's Slaughter Crew. 


3 
4. The Curse of Hidden Sins. 
5. The Sin of Lying. 
6. “Break Up Your Fallow Ground, 
and Sow Not Among Thorns.’ 

7. The Seven-Fold Sin of Those Who 
Do Not Win Souls. 

8. “Speak Net Evil One of Another, 
Brethren.”’ 

9. Judge Not! 

0. “Be Ye Not Unequally Yoked To- 
gether With Unbelievers.” 

1. Washing Dirty Feet. 

. A New Start. 


253 pages, sturdy cloth binding, 
illustrated jacket. Only $2.50 
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Sword of the Lord Publishers 
Wheaton, Illinois 
_.__Revival Appeals $2.00 
_..__Ruin of a Christian $2.50 
_..-The Scarlet Sin $2.25 
._...Skeletons Come Out $2.00 
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by Dr, John R. Rice 


that, they are powerful, 


REVIVAL APPEALS 


Sixteen revival sermons to the 
unsaved, as preached in great 
union campaigns all over Amer- 
ica. “They are Scripture-packed: 
they speak with boldness and 
plainness, and yet with such ten- 
der appeal that they have won 
thousands to Christ. Over 5,000 
people have written to say they 
have found Christ as Saviour 
through one sermon alone, the 
famous “What Must I Do to Be 
Saved?” 


Each of these messages was 
taken down, word for word, just 
as they were preached in power 
in great revival services over the 
nation. They carry the urgency 
of appeal, the homely, colloquial 
style of Dr. Rice’s preaching. 
Some of his very best sermons 
are printed here. Notice the strik- 
ing. urgent, vital themes of the 
messages: 


CHAPTER TITLES 

- The Scarlet Sin and the Roads That 
Lead to It. 

. All of Satan’s Apples Have Worms. 

The Four Biggest Fools in Town 

Why God Hardened Pharaoh’s Heart. 

. The Unpardonable Sin. 

- The Worth of a Soul. 

- A One-Man Salvation. 

. Peter and Jesus. 

- An Old-Fashioned, Fire-From-Heav- 
en Revival. 

. The Unvarying God. 

. The Fullness of the Spirit. 

- Spectators in the Heavenly Grand- 
stand Rejoice With Soul Winners. 
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Bound in beautiful scarlet cloth, 
stamped in gold, 254 large pages, 
attractively jacketed. _ $9.95 


ORDER FROM YOUR BOOKSELLER or DIRECT 


SWORD OF THE LORD PUBLISHERS, Wheaton, Illinois 
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Thrilling Revival Sermons 


| 

! 

| 
These revival sermon books are tremendously important, 
because they helped to turn the tide toward revival. More than ) 
persuasive, and heart-moving. There 

are sermons for Christians and the unsaved alike, 
Christians must get right with God before lost people are saved. | 
Which one of these books do you need? 
| 


because 


CHAPTER TITLES 


When God’s Patience Wears Out 
‘“‘Be Sure Your Sin Will Find You Out” 
What Jesus Said About Hell 


will 
Hell? 
Hell—Keep Out! 


a Loving God Send Sinners to 


Religious but Lost 

A Good Man Lost and a Bad Man 
Saved 

The Criminal Who Wanted Another 
Chance- 


How a Lost Sheep Got Home | 
“Come Unto Me” | 
Facing the Pierced Jesus 

“It Is Finished” 
No Room for Jesus 

Neglect, the Shortest Way to Hell ) 
“What Must I Do to Be Saved?” 

Missing God’s Last Train for Heaven 


“I do not know when I have 
read a book that gripped me 
more,’ said Rev. B. R. Lakin, 
about “When Skeletons Come out 
of Their Closets.” Here are all the 
illustrations, Bible quotations, 
with the atmosphere of revival, 
of some of Dr. Rice’s most power- 
ful and popular sermons. For both 
Christians and the unsaved. 


CHAPTER TITLES: 
1. When Skeletons Come Out of Their 
Closets 
2. Appointed to Die! 
3. America Gets Back Hes Scrap Iron 
4. The Backslider 
) 


. “The Master Is Come and Calleth 
for Thee’’ 


6. Christians Watching Jesus Die 
7. Lest Sinners at the Cross of Christ 


8. “What 
Jesus?” 


9. The Uncondemning Saviour 
. Jesus, the Sinner’s Refuge 
- The Lost Invitation in the Bible 


Shall I Deo Then With 


cloth, stamped in gold, 
only 
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The Fragrance of the Ministry 


(Continued from page 1) 


altogether Lovely” (Song 5:16), 
who is “fairer than the children of 
men” (Ps. 45:2). The testimony of 
“virgin” hearts, or hearts uncor- 
rupted by worldly influences and 
attachments, is one of fervent love. 
“Because of the fragrance of Thy 
good ointments Thy name is as 
ointment poured forth, therefore 
do the virgins love Thee” (Song 
1:3). Only such “virgin” hearts can 
fully appreciate the beauty of 
Christ and the fragrance of His | 
“good ointments” manifested in the | 
gifts and graces of the Holy Spirit 
working in them. Only such lives, 
separated unto God, can know 
Christ’s name “as ointment poured 
forth.” 


| ministry 


she 
When the Son of-God appeared | 


from the bosom of the Father 
upon the earth and God had visited 
to redeem His people, the ointment 
was poured forth. Its sweetness 
was wafted abroad. Lovers were 
attracted by it. Christ’s ointments 
savored sweetly to the distraught 
widow of Nain, whose son Jesus 
raised from the dead. The dis- 
tracted Syrophoenician woman 
perceived the fragrance of His 
and experience its ex- 
‘quisite sweetness when her demon- 
possessed daughter was healed. ‘To 
the awakened spirit of Mary of 
Bethany, His name became exceed- 
ingly precious. The “pound... of 
spikenard very costly” with which 
anointed His feet till “the 
(Continued on page 10) 


lift from this young man’s face, 
and at the close of the meeting 
he came to the front and said, 
“IT got in tonight.” 

“What do you mean?” asked the 
preacher. 

“Why, I got in at the open door 
tonight while you were preaching.” 

“IT am glad to hear it. But why 
did you not get in before? You 
have been troubled for a _ fort- 
night and I have been trying to 
help you, and others have been 
doing their best to help you. How 
was it that you did not get in un- 
til tonight?” 

“Well,” said the young man, “I 
have been at the wrong door all 
the time. I have been knocking at 
the saint’s door and I found it 
locked against me. I thought I had 
to bécome good enough for God to 
save me, but I said tonight, I 
will try the sinner’s door, and 
when I came to it, it was open and 
I got right inside.” 

A great many people are not 
saved because they will not take 
the place of a lost sinner; they will 
never bow low enough. 


2. You Cannot Fix Yourself Up to 
Be More Acceptable to God 


There is a story told of an old 
man who owned a little narrow 
lot, with a poor miserable cabin 
on it. Lots in his neighborhood had 
been selling for fabulous prices and 
he felt that-some day his place 
would make his fortune. By and 
by a millionaire came along and 


seeing the possibilities of that 
block said, “I want the whole 
thing.”’ He sent his agent to buy up 


the block, and when he came to the 
old man, he said, ‘““‘What would you 
sell your place for?’’ He had wait- 
ed long for this opportunity and so 
he put up what he thought was a 


tremendous big figure. “Very 
well,” said the agent, “I will take 
it.”” “When do you want it?” the 
Old man asked. “In about two 


weeks I will be around with the 
deed and you can be ready to sign 
it. Here is a thousand dollars, to 
bind the sale,” replied the agent. 
The old man was simply delighted 
and thought, “Well, if somebody 
has bought this place who is able 
to pay all that money, I ought to 
fix it up a bit.” And so he bought 
some: paint and went to work paint- 
ing the old place. He bought some 
glass to replace the broken panes, 
and for two weeks he worked on 
the cabin. When this millionaire 
purchaser and his agent brought 
the papers for him to sign, he was 
so nervous about it he could hardly 
hold the pen. He was surprised 
that the purchaser did not say 
anything about the shack and so 
he said, “You see how beautifully 
I have painted it up and have put 
in some new windows. It is going 
to make a nice place. I hope you 
will be very comfortable in it.” 
“Oh,” said the millionaire, “but I 
didn’t buy this place for what is 
on it, but for what I am going to 
put on it.” That is how God justi- 
fies the ungodly. It is not because 
of what He finds in men, but He 
saves them for what He is going 
to put in them, for what He is 
going to do for them. When they 
put their trust in Him, they get 
everlasting life, they are justified, 
and all their sins .are forgiven. 
Then God proceeds to make them 
fit for His own blessed presence, 
and when we get Home to Heaven, 
we will give Him all the glory. 
Have you trusted Him? He jus- 


| tifies the ungodly. Are you ungod- 


ly? He is waiting to justify you. 
“Be it known eunto you therefore, 
men and brethren, that through 
this man is preached unto you the 
forgiveness of sins; and by him 


all that believe are justified from 
all things, from which ye could not 
be justified by the law of Moses” 
(Acts 13:38,-39). 


He tells. me words whereby I'm 
saved, 

He points to something DONE, 

Accomplished on Mount Calvary, 

By His beloved Son; 

In which no works of mine have 
place, 

Else grace with works is no more 
grace. 


Believing this, how can I wait, 

And ask what shall I DO 

To make His gift more sure to 
me; 

His loving words more true? 

Since works of mine have here ‘no 
place, 

Else grace with works is no more 
grace. 


Ah, no; it is His FINISHED work 

On which my soul relies; 

And if my unbelieving heart 

Its preciousness denies, 

That works of mine might have a 
place; 

Then grace with works is no more 
grace. 

the book, THE UNCHANGING 

CHRIST, published by Loizeaux Brothers, 


19 West 2ist St., New York City. Used 
by permission.) 


An Ungodly Sinner Who 
Needs Saving! 

You who have read Dr. Iron- 
side’s blessed sermon—have you 
been justified? Did you come to 
God as a poor, unworthy sinner, 
deserving only condemnation, and 
did you depend on Jesus Christ 
to forgive you, save you, count you 
just in God’s sight? If not, you are 
still a poor, ungodly, lost sinner, 
and no good deeds, no human 
merit, can keep you out of Hell. 

But if you are lost, I beg you 
to face that fact and confess it 
to yourself and to God now, at 
once. If you have never been born 
again, never been justified, never 
been washed in the blood of Jesus 
Christ, then nothing else in the 
world is so important as getting 
saved. Will you now confess your- 
self to be an ungodly sinner, and 
will you depend on Jesus Christ 
to justify you, take your place, 
and give you His own righteous- 
ness, SO you may be saved? 

If you will here and now turn 
to Christ and trust Him, I beg you 
sign the form below, copy it in a 
letter, and mail it to the editor 
at once. Do it now! 


Evangelist John R. Rice 

Editor, THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD 

Wheaton, Illinois 


Dear Brother Rice: 

I have read Dr. Ironside’s ser- 
mon on “Ungodly Sinners Justi- 
fied.” I realize that I am a poor 
sinner who needs saving. Before 
God I confess that I am an un- 
godly sinner. I admit that I can- 
not save myself, that I do not 
deserve saving. But I want Jesus 
Christ to forgive me and save me 
now. So, this moment, I give Him 
my heart, I depend upon Him to 
forgive me and save me and justi- 
fy me! I here and now turn my 
heart from my sinful way, but 
knowing that I do not deserve 
saving, I rely on Jesus Christ to 
take my part, to pay my debt, to 
justify me before God. I now ac- 
cept Him as my personal Saviour. 
I will claim Him as my Saviour 
and set out to live for Him from 
this day forth. 


_._(From 


Signed 
Address 
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Sword Saves Souls 


(Continued from page 3) 


purchased to commit the awful 
deed and all the kerosene, etc., 
were burnt at the X Roards 10 
chains from where the atrocious 
crime would be committed. This 
neighbor is brother to the man 
and wife. The dispute arose over 
Jand. The repentants said they 
came for extraction and really get 
it as all their sins—bad life, bad 
mind, wicked thoughts, etc.— are 
extracted! THE SworD OF THE 
Lorp through prisoner Aston Sam- 
uels is to be thanked for all this. 

A list of civilians accepting God 
in their lives has been sent to 
England; through misunderstand- 
ing it should be sent to you. Many 
folks praise your paper and live 
truly changed lives. Now this 
prisoner has asked his listeners 
to pray for you and to order their 
lives in line with the teachings 
of the Bible. Church membership 
is increasing all about. He was 
transferred from the General 
Penitentiary, being accused for 
exhibiting undue religious influ- 
ence on the prison staff in the 
interest of the Welfare Union. We 
have investigated and found only 
because of his stand for God and 
because of Catholic pressure 
which dominates the penitentiary 
was he transferred. It is also im- 
portant to warn persons sending 
religious literature to penitentiary 
in Jamaica that such are being 
burned by the authorities; pity 
and shame, but it’s true. 


Now I thought you will be able 
to help as I would not be able to 
answer all these anxious inquirers 
and as you run that paper you 
ought to be credited in some way 
and maybe profited by such news. 
The prisoners also pay full credit 
to you for personally and literally 
helping him to settle and to be 
reconciled with Jesus! As to how 
genuine and thorough this man’s 
outlook on life is you would do 
well to refer to Rev. F. Cowell— 
Loyd A.T.S., Pastor Emeritus c/o 
East Queen’ Baptist Church, 
Kingston, Jamaica, B.W.I. Also 
Rev. Carter Henry the Manse, 
Spanish Town, St. Catherine, 
Jamaica, B.W.I. I shall ask another 
warden to spare a few lines of 
testimony about this chap for 
your paper. 

Due to dollar restrictions we 
can do nothing financially and 
prisoner Samuels has expressed 
serious desire to obtain SworpD 
paper. He said his last to date 
is January 30. Moreover he has 
no knowledge of this letter and 
let me advise you Mr. Rice, pen 
nor tongue will ever reveal the 
real accounts for good your 
SWORD OF THE LORD paper has had 
on the life and lives of folks here, 
civilians and prisoners. So half 
the facts are not given here. 


Prison Population Declining 
Through God’s Blessing 


In prison here note how the 
lives of men are changed both in 
service and conduct. Yes’. they 
work better and behave better. 
These are official figures regard- 
ing the muster. For the first half 
of the year ending June 30, 1953, 
the muster was 774. The last man 
came in that day received number 
1625. Over the same period for 
1952, June 30, the muster was 
989. Last man’s number 2580. 
You are to know that more 
prisoners are being discharged 
claiming Christ now. These have 
not returned due to the impact 
Samuels has made on them with 
SWORD OF THE LORD paper. You 
may freely write Samuels and 
send literature to him as we don’t 
want this prison swayed one way 
or another. You may write him 
without mention of this letter. 
[He needs the Sworp.] February 
1953 copies. Some very old copies 
of coloured booklet, “What Must 
I Do to Be Saved?” are used by 
him here to many lives being 
revolutionized by your literature 
and all we conclude here that its 
God’s business. Keep up Sword 
work. Hope to hear from you. 


I am 
Yours very truly 
. warden. 
18/8/53 


P.S. The information given above 
Should really be given by the 
Superintendent of the prison, but 
you may use this letter wherever 
or whenever you please without 
fear. Merely omit my name to 


avoid an increase of correspond- 
ence. ‘Thank you. 


Lessons for the 
Spiritually-Minded 


My heart has most devoutly 
praised God for this letter. And 
it calls to mind certain lessons 
which spiritually-minded people 
ought to take to heart. 


First of all, the Gospel is still 
the power of God unto salvation. 
I rejoice that the same Gospel I 
have preached in great, city-wide 
revival campaigns over America, 
and have seen it transform the 
hardest sinner, make the drunk- 
ard sober, make the harlot pure, 
make the infidel into a believing 
Christian, has the same effect 
when the Gospel is put in print. 
The Jews and Catholics, victims 
of false cults, the most hardened 
sinners can often be won by the 
printed Gospel. Thank God for 
the holy joy in my heart as I 
think of literally thousands saved 
from lives of sin through THE 
SWORD OF THE LorD and Christian 
literature which THE SworpD oF 
THE LorD promotes. The Gospel 
still works! As it works in the 
prison in the British West Indies, 
it works in America and in other 
foreign countries. 


Second, the great sermons 
printed in THE SWorRD OF THE LORD 
by the best preachers of the past 
and of the present, Bible-believ- 
ing, Godly, Spirit-filled and soul 
winners, are the highest type of 
‘hristian literature. We are told 
in the Bible, “It pleased God by 
the foolishness off preaching to 
save them that believe” (I Cor. 
1:21). Articles of various kinds, 
stories, are all of interest and all 
may be helpful, but Gospel ser- 
mons are tbe best way to win 
souls. When we publish in THE 
SWORD OF THE Lorp that great 
prize-winning sermon, “Gambling 
With Destiny,” which had been 
used by Evangelist E. J. Daniels 
to win thousands of souls, we 
found that this same sermon 
preached by others, with the 
anointing of God, won many other 


souls. It worked § in Jamaica, 
preached second-handed by a 
prisoner, as it does with Dr. 
Daniels in great tent revival 
campaigns. Thank God for the 
evidence that we are right in 


emphasizing Gospel preaching, 
Bible preaching, bold, determined, 
Spirit-filled and definite preach- 
ing of the Gospel, in THE SWorRD 
OF THE LORD. 


A third lesson is that SworpD 
subscribers may help to trans- 
form many another community if 
they take to heart what THE 
SworD OF THE LorD has done in 
a prison in the British West 
Indies. Visit your local jail; get 
permission to send subscriptions 
to THE Sworp oF THE Lorp for 
the inmates. Good Christians in 
many a strategic place could get 
THE SWORD OF THE LorpD in the 
penitentiaries, prisons, training 
schools, and there it would have 
the most earnest reading. Prison- 
ers write me that THE Sworpb 
OF THE Lorp is passed from one 
to the other until it is worn al- 
most beyond reading. Tremendous 
results follow, as letters from 
hundreds of. prisoners the 
United States prove to us. 


But the same results happen 
where THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
is sown down throughout a com- 
munity. If you would see that 
every family in your church gets 
THE SWORD OF THE LorRD, you would 
be an agent of God that brings 
about great revival blessing. If 
you should select a group of 50 
unconverted neighbors and send 
them all THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
for a year, it is almost certain 
that, followed up by prayer and 
testimony, THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
would be used in the saving of 
precious souls, and the revival of 
many Christians. 


There is an illimitable demand 
for THE SWORD OF THE LORD in 
foreign countries. There is a tre- 
mendous need for THE SWORD a- 
mong missionaries. Communities 
where there is no church could 
find the Light of the world 
through the pages of this weekly 
if it were sent to every home. In 
Jesus’ name, we ask SworpD read- 
ers to send in 200,000 paid sub- 
scriptions! 


in 


Boy Number 92 


(Continued from page 1) 
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begins January 25 


Get your application 
in early! 


CHOOSE FROM EIGHT 
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General Bible 


Christian Education 
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Missionary ~ 
Missionary Technical 
Pastors Course 
Sacred Music 


Whatever your choice of vocation, 
you'll be able to serve Christ better 


after you've been 


TRAINED FOR THE JOB OF CHRISTIAN LIVING at 


NOW! 


4 


Prepare ‘for the Work of God 
by Studying the Word of God at 
Moody Bible Institute! 


PP ll” all _ ia 


At MBI you'll enjoy true fellowship with a large 

faculty, who devote all of their time to the task of 
training young people for Christian service. As a member 
of a remarkable Christian community, you'll feel that 
your individual progress and spiritual growth is a matter 
of concern to every employee in the Institute family. 
You'll find a thousand other young people in the student 
body from churches all over America. 


Moody’s tuition-free courses provide an excellent 
knowledge of the entire Bible. .They’re planned to ground 
you firmly in the fundamental doctrines of the Christian 
faith, and—because MBI stresses “‘doing”’ as well as 
‘hearing’ the Word—to give you the best possible 
experience in personal soul-winning and practical 
Christian work. Students use the vast Chicago area with 
its many churches and institutions as a clinical 
laboratory to obtain valuable experience. 
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write TODAY for picture book and free calalog. 
Address Office of Admissions, Room 0232 
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The Fragrance of the Ministry 


(Continued from page 8) 


house was filled with the odor of 
the ointment” (John 12:3) was a 
symbol of the fragrance she had 
discovered in His divine Person. 

The fragrance of Christ's Person 
is imparted to His ministers. ‘For 
we are unto God a sweet savor of 
Christ” (II Cor. 2:15). It is im- 
possible for the “rose of Sharon 
and the lily of the valleys” to 
bloom in radiance and peace in the 


human heart and the beauty and | 


fragrance be unrevealed in life 
and ministry. Through the humble 
servant of Christ in vital fellow- 
ship with God the invisible Sav- 
iour becomes visible to human 
eyes, and the imperceptible Sav- 
iour becomes perceptible to human 
senses. 

enter 
“see the King 
and to linger in His 
presence, the divine beauty 
fragrance are imparted. Moses, 
tarrying in God's presence cham- 
ber, “wist not that the skin of his 
face shone” (Exod. 34:29). David, 
realizing the Lord’s presence was 


To those who delight to 
the divine court to 
in His beauty” 


arvelously co unicable ¢ de- | 
marvelousl; mmunicable and de-| 1. nirast 


scarcely be a selfish enjoyment for 
it is impossible for the minister of 
Christ to be blessed without bless- 
ing others. The love of God, which 
is such a vital part of the fra- 
grance of the divine character, is 
a love that reaches with open arms 
to the entire world. “For ‘God so 
loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son...” (John 3:16). 
The fragrance of the divine pres- 
ence entering the human soul 
draws it out not only in holy.ado- 
ration and worship of God but in 
diligent and devoted service for 
men. It puts the woe of the sin- 
ner’s condition in our hearts and 
causes us to go forth to seek them 
out, making us willing to spend 


‘and be spent for their salvation. 


and | 


siring the divine touch upon his} 


Christ’s true ministers every- 
where manifest the savor of His 
knowledge. This wonderful fact 
brings forth from the apostle a 
fervent exclamation of thankful- 
ness to God and is the basis of his 
triumphal shout of victory as a 
minister of Christ. “Now thanks be 
unto God, who always leadeth us 
in triumphs in Christ, and maketh 
through us the savor of 
His knowledge in every place (Il 


| Cor. 2:14, R.V.). 


soul and life, prayed: “Let the 
beauty of the Lord our God be} 
upon us” (Ps. 90:17). 


Il. The Christian Ministry 
Diffuses Christ’s 
Fragrance 
The person of our Lord not only 


‘is thinking of 


of that 


possesses infinite fragrance which | 


is marvelously 
us, but the aroma of His grace and 
love is marvelously communicable 
through us to others. The enjoy- 


communicable to! 


The seasoned warrior of Christ 
one of the most 
splendid events in the public life 
day—the solemn trium- 
phal procession of a victorious Ro- 
man general. He visualizes the cel- 
ebrated conqueror riding up the 
Via Sacra in his chariot, followed 
by his troops and prisoners of war 
and the booty and trophies of con- 
quest. He sees the fragrant clouds 
of incense accompanying the vic- 


ment of the divine presence can|tor’s march, rising from fixed al- 


tars along the way and wafted 
from multitudinous hand-borne 
censers. 


To the apostle the grand proces- 
sional furnishes a figure of the 
far more resplendent triumph of 
the great victorious General, The 
Lord Jesus Christ, who “having 
spoiled principalities and powers 

. made a show of them openly, 
triumphing over them in it” (Col. 
2:15). He sees himself, moreover, 
as united to the Triumpher and 
thus participating in His glorious 
triumph. But he also sees himself 
as a servant of Christ, and as such 
a humble incense-bearer in the 
procession who, by scattering far 
and wide the clouds of incense and 
sweet odors, helps to make known 
the advent of the Triumpher and 
the approach of the triumphal pro- 
cession. 


What a dignity is this possessed 
by every true minister of Christ— 
to make known to all that the 
great divine General has _ con- 
quered sin, death, and Hell, and 
that He is now leading in triumph 
His faithful soldiers who, -.iden- 
tified with Him in suffering and 
battle, are sharers in His triumph! 
And how are they making known 
this great fact? Not as sometimes 
by trumpet, herald voice, or clar- 
ion call, but silently. Their testi- 
mony is the mute but eloquent 
witness of life and worship. They 
walk in the triumphal procession. 
They scatter clouds of sweet-smell- 
ing incense. They honor their All- 
Conquering General. They adver- 
tise the exploits of their victorious 
Leader. 


This is the fragrance of the 
Christian ministry. This is the 
aroma unconsciously exhaled from 
the soul in contact with God. 
This is the eloquent but 
Silent sermon preached by life 


Pastor 


FREE! 


your church— 


to THE SWORD; 


Dear Brother Rice: 
our church. 

Name of Church: _. 
Location: 


ber 1, 


Lorp, the following: 
a 


3. We will undertake to get 


THE SworD OF THE Lorp 
church, and so wish the special church rate of $1.50 per year. [) 


Please send me absolutely Free 


as a token of appreciation for our agreement to observe ‘‘Sworp or THE Lokp Sunday’’ in November as indi- 
cated above, the book which I check below. 


[] Prayer: Asking and Receiving 
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MAKE NOV. 1 “SWORD SUND 


and lake your choice of these three books 


Prayer; Asking and Receiving, 
The Power of Pentecost, or 
What It Costs to Be a Good Christian 


Yes, every pastor who will agree to make November 1 (or 
another Sunday in November) Sword of the Lord Sunday in 


3 Make a 5-minute speech about THE SWORD in one of your preach- 
ing services (we send suggestions for you to use if you wish); 
2. Give out free samples to those present: 


3. Appoint and announce publicly someone to take subscriptions 


Gets KATHE OF THESE FREE! 


Pastor, just fill out the form below, sign and mail, and 
the free book you choose will be sent at once, by return mail, 
along with the information, sample SWORDS (which you will 
request), subscription envelopes, etc. 


Sword of the Lord Sunday Cgreement 


Evangelist John R. Rice, Editor 
SWORD OF THE LORD, Wheaton, Illinois 


“We will be glad to have a “Sworp or THE Lorp Sunday” in 


We agree to have “SworpD OF THE Lorp Sunday” on Novem- 
agreeing to the three points above. (If you will use an- 
other Sunday in Novembr, give date here 

For use on “SworD OF THE LORD Sunday” we will need be- 
sides the mimeographed information about THE Sworp oF THE 


ee _... copies of THE SworD OF THE LorRD, which we 
agree to give out carefully to the congregation. 


» SERS REE Ow copies of subscription envelopes. 


We want to use the subscription plan checked below. 


1. Library Plan, in which subscriptions are taken at the regular rate of $2.50 per year ($3*in Canada), and 
the church Sunday School or pastor gets $1.25 worth of the best Christian books which we select from Sword 
of the Lord retail catalog for each 1-year subscription to THe Sworp or THE Lorp, [7] 


2. We agree to secure 25 yearly subscriptions for THe Sworp or THE Lorp within a year and wish to offer 
them at the rock-bottom price of $1.50 per year, with no cOMmmission or premium. [) 


into the 


[] Power of Pentecost; 


home 


C] What It Costs to Be a Good Christian. 


of every resident family of the 


rather than lip, by action rather 
than by words. 


All nature in its testimony to 
the glory and wisdom of its Crea- 
tor is a grand illustration of the 
power of the silent sermon. It is 
true the mighty cataract thunders 
majestically in its precipitous des- 
cent. The surf of the sea breaks 
with an awesome roar against the 
rocks of the shoreline. The wind 
moans through the forest. The 
lark sends up a glad melody over 
the sunlit meadow. But the stars 
silently tell of God’s splendor. The 
sun rises and sets magnificently 
but noiselessly to display (if only 
feebly) the infinite divine beauty. 
The flowers spontaneously give 
forth their charm and impercept- 
ibly diffuse their perfume, each 
tiny bloom a marvelous miracle 
and a silent voice bespeaking the 
wisdom of the divine mind and the 
fragrance of the divine character. 


Likewise, the Christian minister 
has a glorious calling to make 
Christ known by the spoken word 
of testimony and to preach the 
unsearchable riches of Christ. 
Nothing can supplant this or take 
its place. But this is not enough. 
Proceeding from the spoken ser- 
mon of the Word must be the si- 
lent sermon of the Christ-centered 
and Spirit-filled life. As the aroma 
of the rose proceeds from its beau- 
ty of color and petal, so must be 
the fragrance of Christ proceeding 
from the life of the minister of 
Christ. And as nothing can sup- 
plant or take the place of the min- 
ister’s Clear presentation of 
Christ’s gospel by lip, so nothing 
can supplant or take the place of 
the fragrance of Christ accom- 
panying the spoken Word. 


But the fragrance can only pro- 
ceed from acquaintance with 
Christ, the Fragrant One. It is 
“the savor of his knowledge” that 
God “makes manifest. . . by us in 
every place” (II Cor. 2:14). Knowl- 
edge of Him produces the fra- 
grance. The motto of the fragrant 
life must be that of the apostle: 
“That I may know him” (Phil. 3: 
10). The fragrance that is His be- 
comes ours as we linger in His 
presence. And as we go forth from 
His presence to minister to men, 
His fragrance upon us will be com- 
municated to them. 


Ill, The Christian Ministry 
Involves Tremendous 
Responsibility 


Possessing a fragrance derived 
from Christ and faced with the 
task of diffusing that fragrance in 
a world made foul and unsavory by 
sin, the Christian ministry has a 
privilege angels would covet and 
an obligation awesome to contem- 
plate in that it heralds a message 
of life and death to its hearers. 
“For we are unto God a sweet 
savor of Christ, in them that are 
saved, and in them that perish. To 
the one we are the savor of death 
unto death; and to the other the 
savor of life unto life’ (II Cor. 
2:15,16). 


Two classes of people were led 
in the ancient Roman triumph— 
the participants of the victory and 
the victims of the defeat. The for- 
mer, associated with the victorious 
general as his officers and the sol- 
diers of his army, shared the hon- 
ors of his conquests and marched 
with joyful enthusiasm in his tri- 
umphal procession. The latter, con- 
quered by the victorious general, 
were the vanquished kings, princes 
and enemies of distant lands, who, 
often chained to the conqueror’s 
chariot , marched with sullen hate 
and rebellion gleaming in their 
eyes. To the one group the odor of 
the incense was a savor of life, 
since they shared in the honors 
and victories of their conqueror. 
To the other group the odor of 
the incense was a savor of death. 
Soon at the foot of the Capitoline 
Hill some of the prisoners, con- 
demned as treacherous or rebel- 
lious, were led away to execution 
or thrown into the dungeons of 
the Mamertine prison. 


The apostle is thinking of the 
far more solemn spectacle of the 
two classes who follow in Christ’s 
triumphal procession. In the for- 
mer number associated with the 
conqueror and marching joyously 
in his train, he sees the faithful 
ministers and martyrs to whom 
the odor of the incense, which they 
scatter, Is an announcement of 
glorious victory through Christ’s 
resurrection and life, working in 
them eternal life by faith. In the 
latter group, stalking with hate 


and rebellion in their e@yes and 
marching inexorably to execution 
or imprisonment, he envisions Sa- 
tan and his hosts of evil, compris- 
ing the “principalities and powers” 
of whom our Lord “made a show 
openly, triumphing over them in 
it” (Col. 2:15). 

But the tragic scene that stirs 
the apostle’s heart is the sight of 
others following in the wake of 
Satan and his rebellious hosts and 
bound for the same doom in “the 
lake of fire’ (Matt. 25:41). These 
are members of the human race, 
who through unbelief have rejec- 
ted Him who would fain be their 
Saviour and Deliverer. To them 
the savor of the triumphal incense, 
rising from the censers of those 
who believe in and honor the great 
conquering divine General, is in 
announcement of terrible judg- 
ment and eternal death, soon to be 
executed upon them. 

What a responsibility is this 
which the Christian ministry has! 
“To show forth the praises of 
him” who hath called us “out of 
darkness into his marvelous light” 
(I Pet. 2:9)! To walk in His tri- 
umph! To scatter abroad the in- 
cense of His love and grace mani- 
fested toward sinful men—an in- 
cense, alas, though it become in 
our hands “a savor of life unto 
life or of death unto death.” 

Such life-and-death issues which 
the Christian ministry presents to 
fallen humanity for acceptance or 
rejection give it a unique place of 
importance among the callings of 
men. A phySician or surgeon may 
bungle a case, but the patient at 
most loses his physical life. A law- 
yer may fail in his assignment, but 
his client suffers only a pecuniary 
or similar loss. But if a minister 
of Christ is derelict in duty, a soul 
forfeits eternal life! A lost one for 
whom Christ died sinks into eter- 
nal perdition! So heart-searching 
is the work of the Christian minis- 
try in the crucial decision of salva- 
tion with which it confronts men, 
that in contemplating its obliga- 
tions the apostle cries out: “And 
who is sufficient for these things?” 
(II Cor. 2:16). 


Christ alone, of course, is suf- 
ficient. He alone can impart to the 
life in. fellowship with Himself. the 
fragrance and power of His Own 
Presence, which to simple faith 
becomes an “odor of life unto life.” 
Only man’s miserable unbelief can 
convert this sweet savor of life 
into the savor of death. And herein 
lies the fearful danger and the 
grave obligation that men incur 
when they come in contact with 
ministers of Christ. Whether men 
enter a church and hear a spoken 
sermon by a man of God or not, 
an obligation rests heavily upon 
them when they come under the 
influence of the silent but elo- 
quent sermon of a= consistent 
Christian life diffusing the fra- 
grance of Christ. Such a life al- 
ways becomes to sinful men “a 
savor of life unto life” or of “death 
unto death.” 

The Christian ministry, however, 
not only involves tremendous obli- 
gation because .it heralds a mes- 
sage of life and death to its hear- 
ers, but likewise because it de- 
mands uncompromising loyalty to 
the Gospel message in its preach- 
ers. It is of the utmost importance 
that the minister’s life be filled 
with the fragrance and power of 
Christ’s presence to give reception 
to his preaching and to furnish a 
proper background for his exalted 
message. It is equally important 
that his message be absolutely 
true to the Word of God. 


It is against these two vital bul- 
warks of the Christian ministry 
that Satanic temptation and at- 
tack are directed. If Satan can- 
not rob the minister of Christ of 
the fragrance of a consistent life 
in fellowship with God, he will use 
every cunning device to keep him 
from~preaching the unadulterated 
Word of God. Temptation to pride, 
Jove of money, ease or position, 
and fear of persecution or suffer- 


ing are brought to bear upon every . 


faithful preacher of the Gospel to 
cause him to tone down the keen 
message of the Word of God or to 
cover the piercing sharpness of its 
cutting edge. 


The apostle himself did not es- 
cape temptation from this subtle 
source. His noble testimony must 
be that of every faithful steward 
of the mysteries of God: “For we 
are not as many, who corrupt the 
word of God: but as of sincerity, 
but as of God, in the sight of God 


(Continued on page 11) 
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The Fragrance of the Ministry 


(Continued from page 10) 


speak we in Christ” (II Cor, 2:17). 
The noble servant of God was 
thinking of the common huckster, 
particularly the wine vender, who 
for dishonest gain was constantly 
tempted to dilute or adulterate his 
wares. 

How easy it is for the minister 
of Christ to compromise the Word 
of God in.order not to offend a 
worldly, pleasure-loving congrega- 
tion! How easy to minimize the 
exceeding sinfulness of sin to re- 
tain the prestige and emolument 


.of an influential pulpit! But how 


terrific is the cost! 


There is that which is above the 
price of rubies — imperishable 
wealth which money cannot buy. 
It is the treasure which the true 
ministers of Christ have “in earth- 
en vessels,” that, as the apostle 
says, the excellency of the power 
may be of God, and not of us (II 
Cor. 4:7). This treasure if the 
sweet savor of Christ, making the 
whole life and work of the minis- 
ter attractive, effective, and com- 
pelling. This is the fragrance of 
the Christian ministry. This is to 
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the faithful proclamation of the 
Word of God what perfume is to 
the rose, what  flower-scented 
meadows are to springtime, what 
frost-nipped October air is to the 
painted woodlands of autumn. 


Minister of Christ, overseer of 
the flock of God, steward of the 
divine mysteries of truth, do you 
know the joy of being “always led 
in triumph in Christ?” Are you 
conscious that He is making mani- 
fest “the savor of His knowledge” 
by you in every place? Are you 
“unto God a sweet savor of Christ 
in them that are saved and in 
them that perish?” Are you among 
God’s faithful servants who do not 
corrupt or adulterate the Word of 
God? May God grant that it is so! 
In that great day before the judg- 
ment seat of Christ many shall 
rise to call you blessed because 
you pointed them to the heavenly 
way and the fragrance of your 
testimony was a savor of life to 
them. 

Unsaved friend, the mighty con- 
quering Christ is whose triumph 
you are being led to death as a 
captive longs to transform you to 
a free man and a participant of 
His glorious victory over sin, death 
and Hell. Will you believe He is 
your Saviour and mighty Deliver- 
er? Will you turn from unbelief 
and rebellion and yield to Him? 
That which is to your unbelief a 
savor of death unto death will be- 
come to your faith a savor of life 
unto life. He will strike the shack- 


les from your limbs. He will iden- 
tify you with Himself, make you 
a sharer of the spoils of His all- 
glorious conquest, and place you as 
a fragrant incense-bearer and joy- 
ful participant in His triumph—a 
triumph which shall never end— 
for He is “King of kings and Lord 
of lords” (Rev. 19:16) and at His 
blessed feet, once-nail pierced and 
torn, “every knee shalt bow” and 
“every tongue confess” that He is 
“Lord to the glory of God the 


Father” (Phil. 2:10,11). 
Bow now, and live! Bow then, 
you must. But in that dread day 


it will be too late! You will bow! 
But you will sink into shame and 
eternal death. God grant that you 
may yield to the triumphant Sav- 
iour today! 


Conquering now and still to con- 
quer, 

Who is this wonderful King? 

Whence are the armies. 
leadeth, 

While of His glory they sing? 

He is our Lord and Redeemer, 

Saviour and Monarch divine; 

They are the stars that forever 

Bright in His kingdom will shine. 


He 


Conquering now and still to con- 


quer, 
Jesus, Thou ruler of all, 
Thrones and their scepters. 


shall perish, 
Crowns and their 
fall, 
Yet shall the armies Thou leadest, 
Faithful and true to the last, 
Find in Thy mansions eternal 
Rest when their warfare is past. 


spendors shall 


—Fannie J. Crosby 


God Was Right 


(Continued from page 5) 


brew word used in Isaiah 7:14, is 
much more clearly the word for 
virgin than bethulah. 


In Isaiah 47:1, the Word of God 
says, “Come down, and sit in the 
dust, O virgin daughter of Baby- 
lon, sit on the ground: there is 
no throne, O daughter of the 
Chaldeans: for thou shalt no more 
be called tender and delicate.” 
The word virgin here is a transla- 
tion of the Hebrew word bethulah. 
God gives a_ picture of future 
judgment on Babylon, the wicked, 
idolatrous city. A little later in 
the same chapter, verse 9 Says, 
“But these two things shall come 
to thee in a moment in one day, 
the loss of children, and widow- 
hood: they shall come upon thee 
in their perfection for the multi- 
tude of thy sorceries, and for the 
great abundance of thine enchant- 
ments.” 

But Babylon is_ not _ here 
pictured as an unmarried and in- 
nocent girl— rather as a wicked 
woman, who would lose her hus- 
band and her children and be left 
a widow because of her soceries, 
enchantments, and idolatries. You 
see that the word bethulah, trans- 
lated virgin in Isaiah 47:1, does 
not necessarily and always mean 
virgin. 

If Dr. Weigle and other trans- 
lators of the RSV had spent weeks 
of study on the way the Bible 
itself uses Hebrew words as this 
editor has, the modernist leader 
would never have said so naively 
and with such careless scholar- 
ship, “The Hebrew word for vir- 
gin is bethulah.’”’ The cheap and 
easy way of looking into a mod- 
ernistic commentary or lexicon for 
the meaning of a Hebrew word 
instead of going to the Bible it- 
self to find how God uses the 
word repeatedly, leads to such 
unscholarly mistakes. 

But if God had used bethulah 
in Isaiah 7:14, how the modern- 
ists would have crowed to find 
ten or twelve cases where the 
word could not possibly mean 
virgin! But God knew the word 
to use and He used the right 
word when He used the word 
almah in foretelling the virgin 
birth of Christ in Isaiah 7:14. 


8. The Root Meaning of “Bethu- 
lah” is “Separation,” Not Neces- 
sarily “Virginity” 

The first meaning Young’s 
Analytical Concordance gives the 
Hebrew word bethulah is sepa- 
vation. The second meaning given 
is virginity. I suppose that it will 
not be disputed by scholars that 
the root meaning of bethulah is 

separation. 

Now what does this mean? ir 
would the widow menfioned in 
Joel 1:8 (bethulah there wrongly 


translated virgin) be fitted by the 
Hebrew word bethulah? Well, 
that widow is evidently represent- 
ed as a treasured and loved wife 
who lost her husband. As a 
treasured wife, she would be sepa- 
rated, set apart, to her husband. 
She could be chaste, but not a 
virgin, because she is a married 
woman. So bethulah fits in that 
case, if it means primarily sepa- 
ration. In some contexts, the word 
bethulah does mean virgin, but 
in some contexts, it does not mean 
that. 


How would Judah and Jerusa- 
lem, an idolatrous city and nation 
being destroyed by the judgment 
of God for their idolatries, be ad- 
dressed as bethulah? Because 
Jerusalem is a greatly-treasured 
city, set apart for unique bless- 
ing and unique honor. In that 
sense, Jerusalem is separated from 
other cities of the world. In that 
sense, Judah is the chosen and 
elect of God, and so the word 
bethulah meaning separation 
would fit. The word virgin would 
not fit. In this context, bethulah 
did not mean virgin, surely. 

Zidon, the wicked heathen city, 
and Babylon, under the curse and 


about to be destroyed, both of 
them accused of sorceries, en- 
chantments, and idolatries are 


called bethulah. Now in each case 
these cities were set apart for 
special prominence and ‘blessing: 
Zidon for long years was the un- 
disputed mistress of her area. 
Babylon once ruled the’ world. 
Therefore these cities might be 
separated, set apart, in some very 
special way for honor and prom- 
inence. But they would not repre- 
sent virgins. In that particular 
context, the word would not. mean 
virgin, it seems clear to me. The 
word bethulah means set apart. 
In the case of a devoted wife it 
may mean a chaste and moral, 
good woman, but not a virgin. 
In the case of a great, promin- 
ent city, it will mean set apart 
for special honor or _ specially 
loved by the citizens, or far ahead 
of neighboring cities, but these 
cities were not virgin. They were 
rather set apart, separated. 
Bethulah means separation. 


II. Another Hebrew Word, 
‘“Naarah,” Sometimes Stands 
for Virgin But Not Always 


A word in the Old Testament 
Hebrew usually translated maid or 
maiden is naarah. This seems to 
be a more general term than 
either bethulah or almah. It does 
not always mean virgin. But some- 
times it seems to mean virgin. 


I believe that the word is never 
translated . virgin in’ the King 


James Version. However, 


English of the times of King 
James, the words maid and 
maiden were approximate syno- 
nyms for virgin. 

An example of the use of this 
word naarah if found in the 
second chapter of Esther. In 
Esther 2:2, the king’s servants 
said, “Let there be fair young 
virgins sought for the king.” The 
word virgins here is the plural of 
bethulah.’ In Esther 2:3, these 


“fair young virgins” are mention- 
ed again, the same word bethulah, 

But Esther 2:4 says, “And let 
the maiden which pleaseth the 
king be queen instead of Vashti.” 
But beyond any shadow of doubt, 
the word maiden in verse 4, 
which is a translation of the 
Hebrew word, naarah, means one 
of the virgins mentioned above. 

In Esther 2:8, these virgins are 


(Continued on page 12) 


This is being dictated on the 
day class work begins in the 
school year 1953-54 at Bob 
Jones University. We have had 
the most wonderful opening in 
the history of the school. For 
the last three days, I have tak- 
en the chapel services; and my 
son, Bob, Jr., the president, has 
taken the evangelistic services 
in the evenings. We have never 
witnessed the manifestation o! 
the power of God on the cam- 
pus of Bob Jones University as 
we witnessed it in the evangel- 
istic services. Souls have been 


cent weeks. These malicious 
and fiendish attacks have been 
made because the 
Committee of the Board of 
Trustees insists upon maintain- 
ing the administrative policies 
which have been in effect in the 
institution since the 
founded 
ago. 


twenty-seven years 


ity and courage to take a stand 
and not surrender, it is in po- 
sition to serve. The spirit of 
compromise and appeasement 
in our modern’ evangelical 
Christian program is the great- 
est handicap to the work the 


the people who put their money 


“would never compromise and 
never surrender and that we 
would place about the institu- 
tion certain administrative pol- 


saved, and Christian young peo- 
ple have dedicated their lives to 
the service of God. We have be- 
gun what we consider the most 
promising year in the history 
of the school. Satan has made 
some very subtle, vicious, and | 
whispering attacks upon Bob 


is doing, you would join us in 
Jones University during the re- | 


/Bob Jones University campus. 
Executive 


Dr. Bob Jones Says: 


| Gospel 
school was | 


As long as a Christian in- | 
stitution has the spiritual vital- | 


us, and this is not just a little 


| 


| 


Lord has called us evangelicals | _has put into your hands in our 
to do. When we founded Bob/ Student Loan Endowment and 
Jones University, we told all of | Missionary Fund. We are count- 


in the organization that we. 


icies that would make it mandi- | 


tory that the school be closed 
if the time ever comes when 
compromisers, whether execu- 
tives or teachers, are permitted 
in the school. We have kept the 
faith, and we are going to keep 
on keeping the faith. You good 
old-time orthodox Christian 
people who have invested your 
money in Bob Jones University 
have invested it safely. The 
devil is not going to get it. We 
are asking Christian people to 
for 


pray uS aS you have never 
prayed before. These are trying 
days, because the satanic at- 
tack is always so subtle. If you 


good friends who have invested 
money in the Student Loan En- 
dowment and Missionary Fund 
or in any other part of the work 
of Bob Jones University could 
be here and see just what God 


praising God for the wonderful 
blessing He has poured out on 


The influence of this institution 
has spread around the world. 
Our graduates have gone to 
many mission fields with the 
message. We helped 
keep the evangelistic fires burn- 
ing in this country when those 
fires had practically gone out, 
and a large percentage of the 
evangelists got their evangelis- 
tic passion and vision here in 
the University. Please pray for 


formal request, We mean pray 
for us. Please also invest some 
of the Lord’s money which He 


ing on you. Thank you and God 
bless you. 


BOB JONES, FOUNDER 
BOB JONES UNIVERSITY 
GREENVILLE, S. C. 
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administrator, 
town Chattanooga, a camp for underprivileged 
children, seven radio services weekly, and a 
Mission Board that supports 106 full-time mis- 


Such a man, with the manifest 
God on his life, can speak with passion and 
authority on power—or dynamite. 

These twelve sermons will challenge and 
burn, will help you to find power. Dr. John R. 
Rice says of this book: “The reader may judge 
Roberson’s sermons for himself. 
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We preachers could learn much from 
the simple and definite ovtlines, the 
bold and earnest approach, the holy 
zeal with which this man of God 


presses God's claims upon _ the 
hearts of saint and sinner alike. 
There is the boldness of experience 
and authority in all his preaching. 
All of his preaching is aimed directly 
at some great end. While he is a 
good sound Bible scholar, he never 
gives pointless exposition. With 
him, the Word of God is a sword, a 
hammer, a fire, it is living seed sow- 
ed for a harvest. God's power is up- 
on Dr. Roberson, and we foretell that 
great blessing will come from these 
sermons. 
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and in verse 
“the maiden.” And 
cases, the Hebrew 


called maidens, 
Fisther is called 
in both these 


word is naarah, but obviously a 
virgin is intended, because they 
‘had already” specified virgins, 


pure and innocent girls fit to be- 
come the queen. 

naarah seems to be 
maid or young 
not necessarily 


This word 
a general term tor 
woman, unmarried, 
requiring virginity, but usually 
supposing it. But in Amos 2:7 the 
word is used of an harlot. So mani- 
festly naarah does not always 
mean definitely virgin. Only the 
Hebrew word almah would fit for 
a definite prophecy of the virgin 
birth of Christ in Isaiah 7:14. 


Til. But “Almah” Necessarily 
Means “Virgin,” and Should 
Be So Translated in Isaiah 
i:14 
, oo the reader will 
is discussion ol Hebrew 
ae: here, in order to settle, 
yond any doubt, that God did 
‘ophesy in Isaiah 7:14 that His 
should be born of a virgin, 
vithout a human father. I want 
ou to see that the historic Christ- 
an position, that Isaiah 7:14 
‘should be translated virgin, is 
correct, and the modernist trans- 
lation indicating that almah in 
that verse simply means a young 
woman, whether married or single, 
whether a virtuous girl or a har- 
lot, is utterly unscholarly and in- 
accurate. Will you note the follow- 
ing evidence. 


on 


ae e Nurses 


1. The Seven Examples of the 
Tse of “Almah” in the Hebrew 
‘Old Testament Never Fit Any 
Other Meaning But “Virgin” 
In a former chapter I showed 
vou that the Hebrew word almah 
is used only seven times in the en- 
tire Hebrew Old Testament. Four 
times, including Genesis 24:43, 
‘Song of Solomon 1:3, Song of 
Solomon 6:8, and Isaiah 7:14, it 
is translated virgin-in the King 
James Version. Twice, that is, in 
Exodus 2:8 and in Proverbs 30: 
19, the word almah is translated 
maid, a synonym for virgin. Once, 
in Psalm. 68:25, the Hebrew word 
aimah is translated damsel. But 
in every case the context indicates 


‘that virgin would fit, and in no 
case does the context require 
that the word mean a married 
woman or an impure woman. 

In Genesis 24:43, the word 
almah, translated virgin, must 
mean simply that, for it is in 


the prayer of Abraham’s servant 
begging God to give him a virgin 
girl to be a bride for Isaac. In 
Song of Solomon 6:8, queens and 
concubines and virgins are men- 
tioned, and certainly the word 
virgin, dere a_ translation of 
aimah, must mean someone who 
is not a queen and not a concu- 
bine, that is, not married, and 
not immoral, but pure. 

In Exodus 2:8, the maid, a 
translation of the Hebrew word 
“almah, is the little girl, a sister 
of Moses. She was certainly not 
a married woman, and certainly 
presumed to be virgin. 
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5] In the seven cases where the 


|damsel to whom I shall Say, 
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Hebrew word almah is used in the 
Old Testament, the context fits to 
translate it virgin, and the con- 
text never requires it to fit a 
married womdn, or an impure girl. 


2. “Almah” Is Used Synonymous- 
ly With “Bethulah” When Both 
Mean “Virgin” 


In Genesis chapter 24, in the 
lovely story about how the elder 
servant of Abraham got a bride 
for Isaac, there is an interesting 
use of three Hebrew words, all 
of them referring to Rebekah. 
For example, in Genesis 24:14, 
we listen to the recorded prayer 
of the old servant. He said, “And 
let it come to pass, that the 
Let 
down thy pitcher, I pray thee, 
that I may drink; and she shall 
say, Drink, and I will give thy 
camels drink also: let the same 
be she that thou hast appointed 


for thy servant Isaac; and there- 
by shall I know that thou hast | 
shewed kindness unto my master.” 


There the bride for Isaac, for 
whom he prays is called, “the 
damsel.”’ 


In verse 43 of this same chap- 
ter, this man tells of his prayer 
and he said, “Behold, I stand by 
the well of water; and it shall 
come to pass, that when the vir- 
gin cometh forth to draw water, 
and I say to her, Give me, I 
pray thee, a little water of thy 
pitcher to drink.” Now the word 
damsel is used in the first record 
of the prayer and the Hebrew 
word is naarah. But in the second 


record of the same prayer, as the} 
man told it to the family, it is| 
“the virgin,” and the Hebrew | 
word is almah. I think the o 
man says that though he said} « 
naarah, damsel, his remembrance | 
of what ‘he said was almah. He | 
certainly had in mind a virgin 
girl. 


In the same chapter, ‘verse 16| 
tells about the answer to prayer | 
and describes Rebekah thus: “And | 
the damsel was very fair to look 
upon, a virgin, neither had any 
man known her. . .” The word 
damsel here is a translation of the 
Hebrew word naarah. The word 
virgin is a translation of the 
Hebrew word bethulah. But 
neither naarah nor bethulah al- 
ways meant virgin and nothing 
but virgin. So the Scripture adds 
the words, “Neither had any man 
known her.” And this virgin girl 
was the one that God sent in 
answer to the old man’s prayer 
as recorded in Genesis 24:43 that 
a virgin girl would come forth 
to draw water, who should be the 
proper bride for Isaac! 

I think it is clear 
in this chapter is a 
bethulah. However, bethulah, 
when used about Rebekah, had| 
a modifying clause added, “neither | 
had any man known her,” but 
almah needed no such clause, any- 
where in the Scriptures. 


that almah 
Synonym for | 


I think it should become obvious 
to the careful student that when 
Dr. Weigle says that bethulah 
alwayS means virgin, but that 
almah does not mean virgin, but | 
simply @ young woman, whether 
married or unmarried, whether | 
pure or invpure, he is mistaken. | 
It does not accurately represent 
the way God used the Hebrew 
language in the Old Testament. 
Almah is the only Hebrew word | 
always meaning virgin and God 
was right to use that word in 
Isaiah 7:14 foretelling Christ’s 
virgin birth. 


“Never Uncovered,” “A Virgin” 


/not wonder 


away till all be fulfilled 


meant a 
' widow. 


We call your attention above to 
the fact that the Hebrew word 
bethulah has a first root meaning 
of separation. And bethulah some- 
times means virgin, but in some 
contexts, in the Bible, it seems 
not to mean virgin. 


That is not true about the word 
almah. The root meaning of al- 
mah as given in Young’s Ana- 
lytical Concordance is first ‘“‘con- 
cealment” and second “unmarried 
female,’ where the word is given 
under the term virging Where the 
Hebrew word is given under the 
term maid, maiden, Young says, 
“a young woman, a virgin.” In 
the one case, Psalm 68:25, where 
the Hebrew word almah is given 
under the term damsel, Young 


- om 


/18:13, Isaiah 23:12, ete. 
| bethulah would not have certainly 
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gives the meaning as 
woman, virgin.” 

Now the basic root meaning of 
the Hebrew: word almah is “con- 
cealment.” It seems clear to me 
from the usage of the Hebrew 
language in the Old Testament 
that thus inevitably the word 
almah means virgin. 


Consider for a moment the use 
of the word, “uncover,” in the 
Old Testament. / 


In II Samuel 6:14, we are told 
that when the ark was brought up 
to Jerusalem, “David danced be- 
fore the Lord with all his might: 
and David was girded with a 
linen ephod,.”’ This greatly dis- 
pleased his jealous wife, Michal, 
and she complained saying, ‘How 
glorious was the king of Israel 
to day, who uncovered himself to 
day in the eyes of the handsmaids 
of his servants, as one of the 
vain fellows shamelessly uncover- 
eth himself!” (II Sam. 6:20). 
sut almah means concealed, the 
opposite of uncovered. 


In Leviticus, chapter 18, note 
the way the term “uncover” is 
used in verses 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 
12, 13 14, 15, 16, 17. 


In Leviticus 18:17, 18, and 19, 
the word is used clearly of the 
marriage relation. A man was 
commanded not to marry a woman 
and her daughter, nor take a wife, 
beside her sister, in her lifetime. 
And in each case, the term is 
used “to uncover her nakedness.” 
A woman whose nakedness has 
been untovered in that sense, is 
no longer a_ virgin. But the 
Hebrew word almah means “con- 
cealment,” the very opposite. So 
the girl who has not been un- 
covered is still concealed, a vir- 
gin. You see, basically, the Heb- 


“young 


}rew word almah necessarily means 


virgin. And all the Hebrew 
scholars who, before the time of 
Christ, translated the Septuagint 


and translated Isaiah 
3ehold, a virgin 
* were right. 
James translators and the trans- 
lators of the American Standard 


7:14 as, 
shall conceive 


Version .who translated the 
Hebrew word almah as virgin 
were right. God did mean _ to 


declare in Isaiah 7:14, that His 
Son should be born of a virgin. 
So, on-this matter, the RSV is 
not accurate, is not scholarly. Not 
only did the translators go against 
the almost universally historic 


Christian position on this matter, 
but they went against sound 
scholarship. 


4. Surely God’s Spirit Very Care- 
fully Selected the Hebrew Word 
“Almah” to Use in John 6:14, 
Foretelling the Virgin Birth of 
Christ 

How carefully God’s Holy 
Spirit selected each word of the 
Bible. I do not wonder that Jesus 
declared concerning the Bible, 
“Every word proceedeth from the 
mouth of God” (Matt. 4:4). I do 
that Jesus insisted 
that not even a jot or a tittle of 
the Hebrew Scriptures should pass 
(Matt. 
5:18). God selected the Hebrew 
word almah because no other 
Hebrew word would have exactly 


\stated, without possibility of an- 
other meaning, the virgin birth 
‘of Christ. | 


If God had used bethulah where 
the word virgin is used in our 
King James translation of Isaiah 
7:14, then the word might have 
married woman or 
as the same Hebrew word 
certainly does in Joel 1:8. If God 
had used the Hebrew word 
bethulah instead of almah, then 
it might have meant simply a 
highly-prized or honored woman, 


whether married or not, whether 


defiled or not, just as the word 
is used about Judah, Jerusalem, 
Babylon, and Zidon, in the Scrip- 
tures, as in Isaiah 47:1, Jeremiah 
You see, 


meant virgin. 

If God had used naarah, an- 
other Hebrew word usually trans- 
lated maid or damsel, it might 
have meant virgin, as it some- 
times does in some contexts, but 
it would not necessarily mean 
virgin, 

God uses the Hebrew ~ word 
bethulah fifty times in the Old 
Testament and the similar word 
bethulim ten times more. But He 
uses almtih only seven times. And 
these seven times are easily trac- 
ed. Never in any single case can 
anyone prove that the word means 
a married woman or an immoral 


And the King) 


woman. It always means virgin. 

God seems to have saved the 
word almah, using it sparingly in 
His divine revelation in the Old 
Testament so that when it was 
used there would be no doubt of 
its meaning. 


Here is another interesting fact. 
Of all the Hebrew words which 
might mean virgin, the only one 
quoted in the New Testament is 
the Hebrew word almah. The 
Holy Spirit, when He _ quotes 
Isaiah 7:14 in the New Testament, 
in Matthew 1:23, translates almah 
as parthenos, the Greek word 


is so translated even in the RSV. 
Many Scriptures in the Old Testa- 
ment use the word bethulah, but 
these verses are never quoted in 


which always means virgin and, 


ithe New Testament Greek. God 
had selected the special word He 
wanted to use. It meant virgin, 
and so He quotes it in New Testa- 
ment with a Greek word for 
virgin, which ought to satisfy 
everybody who believes the Bible. 


Since almah means virgin, and 
the King James translation of 
Isaiah 7:14 is correct, then not 
‘only the deity of Christ is proven, 
but the infallible accuracy of the 
Bible. God Himsé@lf gave the Old 
Testament and made the infall- 
ible prediction that His Son should 
be born of a virgin. That gives 
us a Bible supernaturally inspired 
‘and reliable in every part. That 
| gives us a Saviour who is God 
| in human form, con- 


‘incarnate 
‘ceived and borne by a virgin. 
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